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90% or Greater 

Districts 1 & 7  

WHO’S NEXT? 

2020-2021 Membership 

4271 - 79.70% 

Next Target 90% - May 12th 

Battle on Lexington Green, April 19, 1775 

Some may have a day off in Massachusetts to commemorate Patri-
ot’s Day.  Many of these citizens will enjoy the day off without 
even knowing how it came about or to take a moment to reflect 
what had happened that day and the events leading up to it. 

The Lexington Alarm 
The following is from a manuscript copy of the first message which 
first carried beyond the immediate vicinity of Boston the news of 
an encounter between the British Regulars and the provincials at 
Lexington. The text of the document reads: 

Watertown Wednesday Morning near 10 oClock 
To all the Friends of American Liberty - Be it Known that this morn-
ing before Break of Day a Brigade consisting of about 1000 or 1200 
men landed at Philp’s Farm at Cambridge & marched to Lexington 
where they found a Company of our Colony Militia in Arms, upon 
whom they fired without any Provocation & killed 6 Men & wound-
ed 4 others—by an Expres-from Boston this Moment we find an-
other Brigade are now upon the March from Boston-supposed to 
be about 1000  the Bearer Mr Israel Bissel is Charged to alarm the 
Country quite to Connecticut & all Persons are Desired to furnish 
him with fresh Horses as they may be needed.  I have spoken with 
several persons who have seen the Dead & wounded-Pray let the 
Delegates from this they know— 
      Jos Palmer, one of the Committee 
Colo. Foster of Brookfield—one of the Delegates 
 

Reference/Sources 
1. Van Gorden-Williams Library & Archives Digital Collections 
2. The Lexington Alarm manuscript Courtesy of the American Anti-
quarian Society 

Boston and other large towns were under the direct control 
of sizable royal garrisons, but the countryside and its villages 
belonged to the revolutionists, so an “arms race” went on 
uninhibited. 
(Continued from The Boston Tea Party).  Seeing war as inevi-
table, farmers and tradesmen began to stockpile arms, am-
munition, and matériel. Realizing that the colonists' arms 
collecting must be stopped, the British ordered  an expedi-
tionary force to march secretly from Boston to Concord on 
the night of April 18, 1775, and to make surprise searches of 
suspected illegal arms caches at dawn the next day. 

American spies learned of the plan and set up a system to 
warn their countrymen. If the redcoats under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Francis Smith, departed Boston along 
the isthmus that linked it to the mainland, one lantern would 
be hung in the steeple of Boston's Old North Church. If the 
troops instead boarded boats to row across the water and 
march on a different route, two lanterns would be hung. 

As the British filled the boats, two lanterns appeared in the 
steeple, easily visible from the far shore where Paul Revere, 
William Dawes, and Dr Samuel Prescott waited on horse-
back. These messengers rode into the dark hinterland, 
sounding the alarm in each village. The American intelligence  
was so good that the citizens of Lexington and Concord leapt 
from their beds long before the British advance force, com-
mand by Major John Pitcairn, was anywhere near.  

We don't know what went through the minds of the Minute-
men, the colonial militia, as they waited in the chilly dawn to 
hear the crunch of the redcoats' boots in the streets 
of Lexington and Concord. Whatever their thoughts, they had 
every right to be frightened, since they, small untrained 
bands of farmers and tradesmen, were about to face 700 of 
the world's best professional soldiers. 

As dawn broke on April 19, 1775, seventy Lexington Minute-
men, outnumbered ten to one, faced Pitcairn's regiments on 
Lexington's town green. 

https://digitalvgw.omeka.net/exhibits/show/lexington-alarm-letter-exhibit/introduction
https://www.americanantiquarian.org/proceedings/44807014.pdf
https://www.americanantiquarian.org/proceedings/44807014.pdf
https://newenglandtravelplanner.com/history/tea_party.html
https://newenglandtravelplanner.com/go/ma/boston/index.html
https://newenglandtravelplanner.com/go/ma/boston_west/concord/index.html
https://newenglandtravelplanner.com/go/ma/boston/sights/old_n_church.html
https://newenglandtravelplanner.com/people/revere_p.html
https://newenglandtravelplanner.com/go/ma/boston_west/minutemen.html
https://newenglandtravelplanner.com/go/ma/boston_west/minutemen.html
https://newenglandtravelplanner.com/go/ma/boston_west/lexington/index.html
https://newenglandtravelplanner.com/go/ma/boston_west/concord/index.html


The Minutemen were ordered by Major Pitcairn 
to disperse. They stood their ground. Taunts were ex-
changed. A shot was fired, and that triggered a battle. 
When the smoke cleared, eight Minutemen were dead, 
and the British troops went on a rampage that was 
stopped only with difficulty by their commanders, who 
immediately marched them in the direction of Concord. 
The Lexington Fight is re-enacted each year on Patriots’ 
Day.  Patriots Day in New England is commemorated 
with dramatic battle re-enactments, parades and ceremo-
nies each year on the third Monday in April—except in 
2020 and 2021. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

- Courtesy of New England Travel Planner 

The first shots were fired just as the sun was rising at Lex-
ington.  Eight militiamen were killed, including Ensign 
Robert Munroe, their third in command.  The British 
suffered only one casualty. 

 
 

Left:  Minutemen ready 
in Lexington for the 
annual re-enactment of 
the “Lexington Fight.:” 
first battle of the  
American Revolution. 

 

Left: John Parker 
Henry Hudson Kitson’s The Lex-
ington Minuteman statue (1900) 
- originally symbolizing the ge-
neric Minuteman - has come to 
represent Parker.  It stands in 
Lexington Battle Green.  No por-
trait, from Parker’s life , is 
known to exist. 

Let us Honor and Remember those eight Minuteman 
who made the ultimate sacrifice for Freedom and Lib-
erty on April 19, 1775 on this 246th anniversary of the 
battle of Lexington and Concord. 

Left:  The Concord Minute 
Man 
 
In 1873 an unknown, 23-year-
old college dropout got the 
commission to create a mon-
ument who let go of his plow 
to fight at North Bridge in 
Concord on April 19, 1775. 

 
Detachment of Massachusetts Membership  

District Standings as of  April 19, 2021 

Dist GOAL ACTUAL % 

1 181 175 96.69% 

2 275 219 79.64% 

3 372 278 74.73% 

4 998 790 79.16% 

5 1269 968 76.28% 

6 794 700 88.16% 

7 131  135 103.05% 

8 446 285 63.90% 

9 248 191 77.02% 

10 636 525 82.55% 

297 CH  9    9    100.00% 

TOTALS 5359 4271 79.70% 

Membership reports from the National organization are not 
available at this time, but we need to continue to get our 
membership cards submitted. However, due to the excellent 
work of the Department Membership Coordinate, Judy Hall, 
the Detachment of Massachusetts membership reports have 
been continued to be produced, distributed and published 
onto the MassLegion.org website. 

There are 41 squadrons who have met or exceeded 100% 
membership for the 2021 membership year.  There are three 
squadrons who reactivated their charters in 2020 that have 
increased their membership for 2021 by significant numbers.   
Congratulations to Lynn Squadron 6 who have tripled in 
membership since the 2020 membership year and to United 
Forces Squadron 351, and West Boylston Squadron 204.. 

A number of squadrons are successfully processing member-
ship through the new system and we encourage others to 
follow suit.  The new system brings a lot of improvements 
and change is not always transparent and easy.    The bene-
fits of the new system allows individual squadron members 
to register for a MyLegion account where they will be able to 
make changes to their account data, to print a membership 
card, and eventually be able to renew their membership. 
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          KEN’S CORNER 

All, 
In case you haven’t seen the new 
My Legion Training videos, they 
may be of assistance with utilizing 
the new MyLegion.org platform.      
These are a series of My Legion 
Training videos recently produced 
in five short segments: 

1.)  Registering an Account 
2.)  Managing My Account 
3.(  Managing My Groups 
4.)  Processing membership 
5.)  Group Administrative Tasks 
 

To access these videos, click HERE.  These are short “You-
Tube” style how-to videos.  They are very well done and 
should answer several questions members may have con-
cerning the new system. 
 
Note:  With the new IT system, the Consolidated Post Re-
port (CPR) and the Consolidated Squadron Report (CSR) are 
still not available for online submission.  We expect to be 
on-line in a couple of weeks.  If you desire a paper copy can 
be scanned and sent to csforms@legion.org  
 
Regards, 
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Membership Committee Call 

6:00 PM MST 

Call in # (515) 604-9644  Access Code: 

889133 

Online Meeting       

 http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 

The National Membership Committee holds 
its monthly Conference Calls on the third 
Tuesday of each month. It is important that 
we get the message out to as many Member-
ship Chairmen as possible. Please share this 
with your District and Squadron leadership 
and ask them to join us. 

Consolidated Squadron Report 

The Consolidated Squadron Report (CSR) is 

every Squadrons way to show our Local Com-

munities, our State, and our Nation what we 

do as members of The Sons of The American 

Legion here in Massachusetts. We provide a 

tremendous amount of support to our Veter-

ans, to our children, and to a multitude of 

Charities in terms of dollars donated and 

hours volunteered but we tend to not let the 

public know all the great things we do as SAL 

members.  

From the received CSRs, the Annual  

Detachment Achievements report is 

compiled.   

The 2020 Detachment Accomplishments can 

be viewed here 
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Message from Detachment Adjutant 
Clifford A. Smith (PNC): 
 
 
 
 

The Annual Detachment Convention in June will soon be up-
on us.  
 
At the Convention this year we will be electing the following 
positions: 
 
Detachment Commander 
Up To Five Vice Commanders 
Detachment Adjutant 
Detachment Finance Officer 
Detachment Chaplain 
Detachment Finance Officer 
 
If you are interested in running for one of these positions I 
will need a letter of intent for the position you are seeking so 
I can forward this onto the Department. I draw your attention 
to the  Resolution 4 - Fall, 2019. Anyone seeking an elected 
position or an appointment as a Chairman to a Detachment 
Committee must be able to produce your eligibility in the 
Sons of The American Legion and upon request be able to 
supply that documentation to the proper authorities.  
 
That being said I would also like to remind all of you that I will 
not be seeking reelection for the Office of Detachment Adju-
tant nor the appointed position of Detachment Finance 
Officer at this year's Detachment Convention in June of 2021.I 
am currently in the process of not only working on my per-
sonal retirement but also other life changing decisions. 
Because of this I do not feel at this time I could properly per-
form the duties and responsibilities required for the two year 
term of the positions I now hold.  
 
Please send any letters to the address below.              
  
Clifford A. Smith 
Detachment Adjutant 
Past National Commander 
53 Messenger St., Apt C 
Plainville, MA 02762 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr
http://www.salmass.org/files/2020_accomplishments.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/SAL%20Res%204%20-%20Fall%202019%20-%20IA%20-%20Certification%20of%20Membership%20Eligibility_0.pdf
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Meet Bryan Burlingham - New Member 
of The Sons of The American Legion with Detachment 

Vice Commander Gene H. Theroux 

2021 Scholarship Opportunities 

The Detachment of Massachusetts awards three $ 1,000 

scholarships in honor of and known as the Clifford A. 

Smith, Brian O’Hearne and John Smolinsky Past National 

Commanders Scholarship. The 2021 Detachment Scholar-

ship application have been distributed to the Squadrons 

and is published to the SALMASS.ORG website at this book-

mark.  Time is running out  for submission. 

2019 Detachment Scholarship Recipients 

Justin Limanek, Shayne Bowes, and Isiah French not available for 
photo) with Cliff Smith (PNC), Adjutant, Jeff Wood, Scholarship 
Chairman, and Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge 
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Bryan Burlingham interest in restoring headstones was culti-
vated from a trip to Lexington and Concord during 2020 Me-
morial Day holiday.  He went to Lexington and Concord to 
remember those who served in the Revolutionary War.  Upon 
his return to his hometown of West Springfield, he stopped 
developed an interest in the Revolutionary War.  He returned 
to his hometown of West Springfield, he stopped at Paucatuck 
Cemetery to look for Revolutionary War veterans.  As Bryan 
searched, he noticed the conditions and asked himself what 
could he do to preserve them.  Bryan accomplished his re-
search and learned about D/2 Biological Solution, and how to 
go about to acquire proper permission to do the preservation 
work.  After he acquired permission and the D/2 product, he 
began cleaning headstones on June 13, 2020 beginning with a 
Revolutionary War veteran.  From that date on, he worked on 
many more gravestones and working in other cemeteries. He 
took the effort to learn of the stories of the individual whose 
name was inscribed in stone.  Bryan is now a member of the 
town of West Springfield Historical Commission. 
Bryan sought out Vice Commander Gene Theroux to learn 
how to accomplish minor repairs and to reset gravestones.  
Through discussion, Theroux learned that Bryan was a a 
grandson of U.S. Navy veteran William L. Burlingham Jr. and 
his great grandfather William L. Burlingham Sr, a U.S. Army 
veteran of WW II.  William L. Burlingham Sr. had two brothers 
Harry E. and Charles L. who were both killed-in-action in WW 
II.  Both are interred in the Lorraine American Cemetery and 
Memorial located in Lorraine, France.  
Theroux was humbled and honored to gift Bryan Burlingham a 
membership to The Sons of the American Legion.   

http://salmass.org/index.php?id=8
http://salmass.org/index.php?id=8
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/56653319/harry-edward-burlingham
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/56653318/charles-leslie-burlingham


Honoring and Remembering American Revolutionary War Veterans 
Patriots Day - April 19, 2021 
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Abijah Owen, Owen District Cemetery                    Solomon Stevens                                                   Abraham Rising 
Westfield, Massachusetts              Southwick Old Cemetery                 Southwick Old Cemetery 

Left:  Gene Theroux flagging and 
rendering salute to Colonial Wars 
and American Revolutionary War 
veteran Capt. Matthew Laflin. 
 
Matthew Laflin made black pow-
der for the militia and the conti-
nental army. 
 
His house is still extant and is 
located on Depot Street, South-
wick, MA and there is a large 
carriage house beside the house. 
 
To learn more about Matthew 
Laflin and his life, click here for a 
YouTube video of historian Den-
nis Picard portraying Matthew 
Laflin during the 2017 A walk 
with Southwick Spirits. 

Left:  Members of the Aga-
wam Veterans Council and 
Gene Theroux at Old Feed-
ing Hills Cemetery at the 
gravesite of Revolutionary 
War Veteran Samuel Flower. 
Right:  Rendering a salute to 
American Revolutionary War 
veteran Capt. Preserved 
Leonard at the Old Burying 
Ground on Federal Hill. 

There is a tremendous amount of history in Massachusetts.  There are 81 Revolutionary War veterans interred in Westfield’s Old Burying 
Ground, 31 Revolutionary War veterans interred in Southwick’s Old Cemetery, and 64 Revolutionary War veterans interred in Agawam. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMpkdmhMIk

