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        100% or Greater 

District 1 

Who’s Next? 

 

2021-2022 Membership 

3729 - 73.49% 

Next Target 75% 

February 9, 2022 

The Minuteman 

 

Detachment Executive Committee Meeting 

The January 8, 2022 Detachment Executive Committee 

“DEC” was held at the Vernon Hill Post 435 in Worces-

ter.  The DEC was well attended in spite of the snow-

storm the previous day.  It was a productive meeting 

with a lot of interaction from attendees on a number of 

issues.  There were a few presentations from amongst 

the attendees in addition to the standard reports from 

Detachment Officers and Committee Chairs.  Mike Lus-

sier, the Adjutant from Squadron 414 and a member of 

the Board of Directors of the One by One foundation 

spoke of their fundraising efforts and donations to veter-

ans and veteran’s organizations.  Ten Detachment 

Squadron each received $ 1,000 from the One by One 

Foundation during 2022.  Nonantum Post 440 Com-

mander Paul Pasquarosa gave an inspiring speech and 

presentation on “first impressions” and of the success of 

the Squadron 440 welcome packet.   

Mike Lussier (center) of One by One Charitable Organi-

zation stands with representatives from three of ten De-

tachment squadrons who received a $ 1,000 donation. 

All the posts requesting funds became recipients of 

$1000 each. Posts# 138, 440, 414, 435, 155, 160, 279, 

102, 58, as well as Project New Hope have all been rec-

ognized for their efforts on behalf of all involved during 

this past holiday season. Three of the ten squadrons 

were present at the DEC, from left to right are Jesse Li-

manek of squadron 414, Gene Theroux, commander of 

the Detachment of Massachusetts, Mike Lussier, Richard 

Smalley of Vernon Hill Squadron 435 (host Post for 

DEC), and Paul Pasquarosa of squadron 440. 

The Detachment will be working to have a standardized 

welcome packet with recommended contents for squad-

rons to use.  It is critical for us to welcome our new mem-

bers, to assign them a sponsor to assist with orientation, 

to answer any and all questions, and to help them assim-

ilate into the squadron.  The welcome packet and sug-

gests contented will soon be pleased on the Detachment 

website. 

The Detachment will be focusing on Membership Train-

ing & Development.  We will be looking to accomplish 

squadron visits and to offer regional training for our mem-

bership on items ranging from registering for a MyLegion 

account through membership transmittals.  The goal is 

build and strengthen our grassroots at the squadron lev-

el.  Please visit the Detachment Membership & Training 

Development webpage to learn more.  The next training 

event will be held on Saturday February 12, 2022 at the 

Cherry Valley Post 443 beginning at 9:30 AM.  Please 

RSVP to Mark B. McCue of your attendance. 

Malcolm “Mac” Mahoney, an alumnus of the 2021 Mass 

Boys State and one of ten nationwide Samsung Scholars 

was spoke of his experience at Boys State. Mac was pre-

sented his SAL membership card at the DEC.  Mac is a 

participant in the Department of Massachusetts High 

School Oratorical Contest with the final Oratorical Con-

test to be held on February 20, 2022 at the Bedford 221 

Post.  Mac will be attending Dartmouth College in the 

fall.. 

http://salmass.org/index.php?id=115
http://salmass.org/index.php?id=115
mailto:mail%20to:markbmccue@gmail.com


Squadron Data Report 
The Squadron Data Report “SDR” is a mandatory annual 

report that must be submitted by the squadron to the Na-
tional organization. Of the 125 active squadrons in the 
Detachment, there are 93 active squadrons that have 
failed to submit the mandatory completed SDR form to 
the National organization.   
 
The SDR may be submitted via email to 
“DSFORMS.LEGION.ORG” or via the U.S.P.S. and 
mailed to The American Legion, Attn: IT/Data Services, 
P.O.  Box 1954, Indianapolis, IN 46206 prior to the Janu-
ary 2022 implementation of Individual on-line member-
ship renewal.  For those squadrons who fail to submit the 
SDR, when a squadron member renews their member-
ship on-line, what will be deducted will be the National 
per capita and the Detachment per capita and not the 
remainder of what the appropriate squadron dues would 
be.  The member will be in good standing and the squad-
ron would have to chase down the member for the differ-
ence in monies between what was collected and what 
the difference is in the squadron dues.  Hence, the im-
portance of submitting the SDR. 

If your squadron has a different fee schedule for junior 
members - please be sure that Date of Birth is populated 
in the member’s membership record at MyLegion.org and 
that max age is indicated in the SDR. 
 
The SDR Adobe Acrobat fillable form is available on the 
SALMASS.ORG Adjutant’s page - which is a link to the 
National SAL website’s Publications and Forms. 

Oratorical Contest 

Mac Mahoney delivering his oratorical during the District 

3 Oratorical Contest held on January 22, 2022 at the 

Knights of Columbus on Granby Road, Chicopee.  

Boys State was easily one of the greatest experiences 
of my life. One thing in particular I vividly remember is 
meeting one of my town mates, Del’or Ehade. Del’or is 
the epitome of happiness. Never in my life have I met 
someone who was so excited to do anything. As mayor of 
my town, on the last day I decided to do something to 
honor Del’or. I declared that the last day of Boys State be 
known as “Del’or Day” in our town. Our State Repre-
sentative and State Senator liked the idea so much they 
brought it to the House and the Senate where it was im-
mediately passed. At the very end of the day when the 
governor gave one of his final addresses about the laws 
that have been passed, he did something very special. 
He declared that the last day of Massachusetts Boys 
State be declared “Del’or Day” statewide. When Del’or 
heard that, he jumped for joy, I have never seen so much 
pure happiness as I did at that moment. When I reflect on 
experiences that have been rewarding Boys State is at 
the top of the list.   

The Detachment of Massachusetts will be proudly spon-
soring two citizens to the 2022 Massachusetts Boys State 
program to be held June 11-17, 2022 at Stonehill Col-
lege. 
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Boys State Story, Mac Mahoney: 

http://salmass.org/index.php?id=96


Flying Flags for Heroes Event 
Saint Joseph Cemetery, Leicester, MA 

 
After the DEC meeting, there was a Flying Flags for He-
roes event held at Leicester’s Saint Josephs Cemetery 
which was enroute from the Vernon Hill Post 435 to the 
Cherry Valley 443 Fundraiser for The American Legion 
Veterans and Children Foundation.  The snow and the 
cold did not deter the volunteers from Honoring and Re-
membering a number of heroes who made the ultimate 
sacrifice during World War II. 

Italian Feast Fundraiser 

The Cherry Valley Post 443 family hosted an Italian Feast 

benefit dinner on the afternoon of January 8, 2022 to 

benefit the Detachment Commander’s project, The Amer-

ican Legion Veterans and Children Foundation.  The 

Cherry Valley Post 443 family contributed in preparing 

the food, providing the entertainment, and hospitality.  

There were a lot of great raffle prizes, and a good time 

was had by all.   
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Mark McCue and Cliff Smith working the raffle.  Department 

Commander Tony Dias with one of the raffle prizes. 

Left:  Patrick 

McKeon, Gene 

Theroux with Vin-

cent McCue.  Vin-

nie’s late father, a 

WW II veteran 

who participated 

in the Battle of the 

Bulge. 

Right:  Pamela  

Dias picks a prize 

from a winning 

ticket.  Kelly in 

background who 

sold raffle tickets 

and verified the 

winning numbers. 

Left:  Entertainment 

throughout the after-

noon provided by a 

Post 443 member. 

 

Photos courtesy of 

Lisa Borges, Depart-

ment Photographer. 

Thank You to Past Detachment Mark McCue and the team 

from Cherry Valley Post 443 for hosting a successful fund-

raiser for VCF.  A hearty thank you to those who provided 

raffle prizes and to those who supported the event. 

Left:  

Private James Alfred Mullen 

U.S. Army Medical Detachment, 

Company E, 2nd Battalion, 

116th Infantry Regiment, 29th 

Infantry Division, V Corps, First 

Army  

France, age 24.  

The 116th Infantry was temporarily attached to the 1st Infan-
try Division from May 17 - June 7, 1944 for the initial assault 
phase of the Omaha Beach landings).  "The Blue and Gray Divi-
sion" Killed in action, Tuesday, June 6, 1944, D-Day, Omaha 
Beach, Normandy, France, age 24. 
 
Pictured upper left Brian Willette, a Purple Heart recipient of 
South Hadley Squadron 260 and Detachment Sergeant-at-
Arms flagging the graveside of Pvt Mullen. Brian placed a Pur-
ple Heart flag holder and Purple Heart flag after placing the 
American Cemetery Flag at the gravesite of Private Mullen. 

Pictured upper right:   Gene Theroux, Lisa McPhee, Patrick 
McKeon, and Brian Willette. 

There are 14 veterans interred in Saint Josephs Cemetery who 
made died while in service to their county.  Cherry Valley 
Squadron 443 members Patrick McKeon who accomplished 
extensive research and documented the veterans from Leices-
ter and documented in binder available at Post 443. 



Membership 
 
Congratulations and thank you to the thirty-one squad-

rons who aggressively worked membership renewals 

and recruitment to obtain 100% membership by De-

cember 31
st
, 2021.  The following squadrons from 

across the Detachment of Massachusetts achieved the 

goal:  District One:  Pittsfield Squadron 68, North Ad-

ams Squadron 125, Williamstown Squadron 152, Dal-

ton Squadron 155; District Two: Northampton Squad-

ron 28, S. Hadley Falls 260; District Three: Ludlow 

Squadron 52, Westfield Squadron 124, Palmer Squad-

ron 130, Agawam Squadron 185, E. Longmeadow 

Squadron 293, United Forces 351; District Four: 

Gardner Squadron 129, W. Boylston Squadron 204; 

District 5: Somerville Squadron 19,  Natick Squadron 

107, Ayer Squadron 139; District Five: Weymouth 

Squadron 79, Dover Squadron 209, Morrissette Squad-

ron 294; District Seven: Charlestown Squadron 26, 

Boston 117; District Eight: Lynn Squadron 6; District 

Nine: Fairhaven Squadron 166, Norton Squadron 222, 

Rehoboth Squadron 302, Seekonk Squadron 311; Dis-

trict Ten: Nantucket Squadron 82, and Wareham 

Squadron 220.  Lastly, the Capital Hill Squadron 297 

exceeded the 100% membership.  The West Springfield 

Post 207 recently reactivated their squadron charter 

and now has 5 members.  Several squadrons have re-

ported significant growth in membership and only two 

squadrons have submitted for an Individual Recruitment 

Award (five new members) or a Blue Brigade Award (a 

jacket for 30 or more new members).   A new member-

ship award has been added for the 2021-2022 program 

year, that is Squadron Commander of the Year Award.  

The nominee for this award has demonstrated leader-

ship through action and involvement, has obtained 

100% membership or better by March 15
th
. The award 

criteria and nomination submission form are available 

on the SAL National website.  It’s important to note that 

we’re approaching the ninth month of the 2021-2022 

membership year.  If a membership card does not read 

2022, the individual’s membership has lapsed, and the 

member is not entitled to any benefits or privileges. 

The ability for individual members to renew their mem-
bership online via MyLegion.org has been delayed yet 
again, due to many squadrons adjutants’ failure to sub-
mit the Annual Squadron Data Report “SDR”.  The SDR 
for 2023 should be submitted by April 15, 2022, and to 
have an effective date of 7/1/2022.  The SDR identifies 
the physical location of the squadron, the meeting day 
and time, the dues’ structure, and the mailing address. 

Congratulations to West Springfield Squadron 207 Com-

mander Jeff Zaneski who recently reactivated their Sons of 

The American Legion Charter.  It takes only one member to 

reactivate a charter.  Jeff is a dual-member, and a caom  
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National SAL Membership Report 
As of January 31, 2022 

Membership is the Lifeblood of our organization and 
critical to our success.  If your membership card does 
not say 2022 - your membership has lapsed and you 
are not longer  a member in good standing and have 
no rights or privileges.   

Detachment SAL Membership Report 
As of February 1, 2022 

"Massachusetts - Where it all Began" | Minuteman – February 3, 2022 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/SAL%20Membership%20Report%20as%20of_August_30_%202021.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/SAL%20Membership%20Report%20as%20of_August_30_%202021.pdf


Sunday, February 6, 2022, will mark the 79th anniver-
sary of the sinking of the United States Army Transport 
Dorchester and the selfless acts of four Army chaplains 
aboard. 

 

The Dorchester tragically sunk on Feb. 3, 1943, while 

crossing the North Atlantic, transporting troops to an 
American base in Greenland. A German U-boat fired a 
torpedo that struck the Dorchester, killing 672 of the 
902 officers and enlisted men, merchant seamen and 
civilian workers aboard. Many of those survivors owe 
their lives to the courage and leadership exhibited by 
four chaplains of different faiths, who, in sacrificing their 
lives, created a unique legacy of brotherhood.  

 

As soldiers rushed to lifeboats, Reverend George Fox 
(Methodist), Jewish Rabbi Alexander Goode, Reverend 
Clark Poling (Dutch Reformed) and Father John Wash-

ington (Roman Catholic) comforted the wounded and 
directed others to safety. One survivor watched the 
chaplains distribute life jackets, and when they ran out, 
they removed theirs and gave them to four young men. 
As the Dorchester sank, the chaplains were seen linked 
arm in arm, praying.  

 

 

For a story about and biographies of the Four Chaplains, 
suggested introductory remarks, formats and music, and 
remarks for the candle lighting ceremony, download The 
American Legion Chaplain’s Handbook, available 

HERE.  
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Four Chaplains Sunday 

February 6, 2022 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/Chaplains-Handbook-WEB_0.pdf


Children & Youth 
 

The month of April is American Legion Children & 
Youth month.  The Detachment of Massachusetts has 
two major fundraisers for Children & Youth.  One is 
The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation “CWF” 
and the second is the Annual Partnership for Kids 
Bowling Tournament.  In addition to these fundraisers, 

squadrons are encouraged to participate in fundraisers 
and both volunteer and to donate money supporting 
The American Legion Children & Youth activities dur-
ing the month of April.  Many of the squadrons partici-
pate in donating a minimum of $ 250 to a Massachu-
setts Children’s Hospital of Choice and earn the Dream 
Maker award presented at the annual Detachment 
Convention.  Dream Maker donation form available 

HERE. 

 

Each squadron is asked to participate in The American 
Child Welfare Foundation by donating one dollar per 
member per capita to CWF.  One of the Detachment of 
Massachusetts goals is to exceed one dollar per mem-
ber for the 2022 program year.  Squadrons who partici-
pate receive a streamer for their squadron SAL flag.  

Information on the CWF Banner Program is available 

HERE. 

The Department of Massachusetts has an annual 
award called the Children & Youth Excellence Award 
which is given annually for outstanding contribution to 
The American Legion’s founding pillar of Children & 
Youth.  The Department Children & Youth Excellence 
Award Rules & Guidelines for the 2022 application pro-

cess can be found HERE. 
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Bowling Tournament Registration form available HERE 

http://salmass.org/files/Dream_Maker_donation_form__2019.pdf
https://www.legion.org/publications/249444/cwf-banner-program-request-form
http://salmass.org/files/2022-C_Y_Excellence_Award_Application_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.salmass.org/files/BOWLING_REGISTRATION_FROM__2022.pdf
http://www.salmass.org/files/BOWLING_REGISTRATION_FROM__2022.pdf
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 The Detachment of Massachusetts has fully embraced Na-
tional Commander Michael Fox’s special project Flying Flags 
for Heroes “FFFH”.  Each squadron commander is tasked to 
provide a point of contact for ownership and ensuring the 
success of the squadron’s FFFH program.  A webpage has 
been established on the Detachment SALMASS.ORG website 
under programs for the Flying Flags for Heroes “FFFH” pro-
gram tailored for how it be recommended to accomplished in 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
 
There are a number of resources on the FFFH webpage with 
links in steps or progression of recommendations to imple-
ment the FFFH program at their Post/Squadron or in their 
community.  The first step is for the squadron commander to 
designate a FFFH Point-of-Contact with the goal or quota of 
flags to be placed at veteran’s gravesites.  A letter with an 
Adobe Acrobat fillable form is the first link on the Detach-
ment FFFH program webpage.   
 
Some of the resources on the FFFH website include Massa-
chusetts statues  such as MGL Chapter 115 section 9 that 
indicates the mandatory requirement of cities/towns to flag 
veteran’s gravesites  for Memorial Day.  In addition, MGL 
Chapter 115 section 9 indicates the requirement of care of 
veteran’s gravesites.  MGL Chapter 115, section 9 includes a 
reimbursement of 75% to the cities/towns for the cost of 
flags.  Therefore, it is recommended that the local Veterans 
Service Office “VSO” be consulted before purchasing ceme-
tery flags.  There is a link on the FFFH to locate the VSO for 
your locale.   

 
 

Flying Flags for Heroes 

The following squadrons have complied with 
designating a Flying Flags for Heroes POC 

 District  Squadron Quota of Flags 

 2  224  1270 

 3  124  5000 

 3  185  1250 

 3  207    750 

 3  325    200 

 4  193  2000 

 4  414    650 

 5  440    500 

 8  227    500 

 

If your squadron is not listed above - then the Squadron 

Commander has not complied with the request to desig-

nate a Flying Flags for Heroes program manager and to 

identify the number of flags to be placed by July 1, 2022.  

The Detachment Commander’s letter to Squadron Com-

manders requesting this information can be found 

HERE. 

The Flying Flags for Heroes website has the following for 

flags placed by Massachusetts as of February 3, 2022 

 

"Massachusetts - Where it all Began" 

http://salmass.org/index.php?id=135
http://salmass.org/files/Letter_to_Squadrons_-_Flying_Flags_for_Heroes_with_designating_POC.pdf
http://salmass.org/files/Letter_to_Squadrons_-_Flying_Flags_for_Heroes_with_designating_POC.pdf
http://salmass.org/files/Letter_to_Squadrons_-_Flying_Flags_for_Heroes_with_designating_POC.pdf
https://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com/services-7


James Blake 
Vice Commander 
Chairman 
 
On Jan. 25, 2022, the Leg-

islative Division staff dis-

cussed American Legion 

legislative victories for the 

first session of the 117th 

Congress, legislative priori-

ties for the second session, 

and how Legionnaires can 

be a voice at the local level. Some of the success are as 

follows. The creation of the Global War on Terrorism 

Memorial is to be built on the National Mall.  

Protecting Moms Who Served Act aims to improve 

maternal health care for veterans, including a first ever 

comprehensive report on maternal mortality and severe 

maternal morbidity among pregnant and postpartum vet-

erans. The Veterans' Mental Health Act will expand ac-

cess to mental health care for rural veterans. The Ameri-

can Rescue Plan included a provision to close the 90/10 

loophole, which mandated for-profit schools to obtain at 

least 10 percent of their revenue from sources other than 

Title IV education funds, which are the primary source of 

student aid. Items to watch this session are as follows. 

The American Legion supports measures to ensure the 

process of naturalization through military service is com-

pleted prior to discharge. For veterans during the Global 

War on Terrorism and the Gulf War who were exposed 

to toxic airborne hazards,  

The Sgt. Ketchum Rural Veterans' Mental Health 

Act will expand access to mental health care for rural 

veterans. The American Legion has worked with VA to 

introduce a pilot program that provides telehealth sites in 

American Legion posts to serve rural areas, known as 

Project ATLAS. American Legion Resolution No. 75, 

2017  

The American Rescue Plan, which closes the 90/10 

loophole. This rule mandated for-profit schools to obtain 

at least 10 percent of their revenue from sources other 

than Title IV education funds, which are the primary 

source of student aid. American Legion Resolution No. 

15, 2019  
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Legislative Update 

As Americans continue to live with the COVID-19 pan-

demic, scammers are coming up with new ways to try 

and take advantage of people or steal their information. 

Make sure you know how to protect yourself, your family 

and your vaccination data against scams.  

“Only licensed professionals can provide you with a 

COVID-19 vaccine and vaccination card,” said Dr. Tracy 

Davis Bradley, executive director of VHA’s Office of Integ-

rity and Compliance. “If anyone else tries to sell you a 

card or to make one for you, you should report it. That is 

illegal and dangerous.”  

Protecting your health information is important, just like 

protecting your health. So, what do you need to know to 

guard yourself against COVID-19 vaccination card 

scams?  

What to know  

Creating, selling, buying or using a counterfeit vaccination 

card is illegal. The only place to receive a COVID-19 vac-

cination card is from a legitimate vaccine provider upon 

receiving your vaccine.  

Forging or faking a vaccination card is punishable with up 

to five years in prison, and while fake cards may look re-

al, the information on them can be checked and verified 

easily.  

You should protect yourself and others by following the 

advice of “See Something, Say Something.” If you are 

approached about fake vaccination cards, do not engage 

with the scammer!  

How to protect your information  

You should never exchange any of your personal infor-

mation, such as date of birth, address or social secu-rity 

number in exchange for vaccination information. This is a 

scammer’s way of trying to steal your person-al data! Re-

member that you should only contact trusted providers for 

vaccines and vaccine information.  

While we may be excited to share our vaccination status 

or booster update with our friends and family on social 

media, it’s not a good idea to post a picture of your vac-

cination card online. This can put you at risk for identity 

theft.  

The Federal Trade Commission wants to remind every-

one that your vaccination card contains important person-

al information. Scammers want this information so they 

can gather as much data on you as possible. They could 

also use the pictures of your real card to create fake 

ones. It’s best to keep this information off the internet to 

protect yourself.  

See something, say something  

Criminal activity: VA Office of Inspector General: VA OIG 

Hotline https://www.va.gov/oig/hotline/ or (800) 488-8244. 

General instances of fraud, waste, and abuse: OIC Help-

line 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, (866) 842-4357 (VHA

-HELP) or email: VHAOICHelpline@va.gov.  



The American Legion Legislative Division released the 
new Legislative Priorities for the 117th Congress, 2nd 
Session.. 

Take a look at the priorities and pick one or two to get to 
know better and then talk to your representatives about 
supporting those issues. This is VERY important that 
everyone gets involved and acts on at least one of these 

priorities.  Don’t delay do it Today! 

Suicide Prevention & Peer Support  
Several studies have shown that peer support is benefi-
cial for people who are experiencing mental health is-
sues or are making the transition back to civilian life. The 
American Legion has its own peer-support program 
known as the “Buddy Check” which encourages out-
reach and veteran peer-to-peer engagement. The Ameri-
can Legion urges Congress to pass legislation requiring 
VA to establish a national Buddy Check Week to encour-
age veterans to reach out to those with whom they 
served. The American Legion also encourages legisla-
tion to establish a peer-support program that would offer 
grants to place peer-support specialists in local posts of 
veterans service organizations. 
S.544 - “Buddy Check Week” Act 

Guard & Reserve GI Bill Parity 
National Guard and Reserve servicemembers are being 
deprived of education benefits that active-duty service-
members enjoy, despite completing the same duties. 
According to the law, as it is currently written, National 
Guard and Reserve servicemembers only accrue GI Bill 
entitlement when called to active duty under federal or-
ders. When National Guard and Reserve servicemem-
bers are activated under state orders, they do not accrue 
eligibility for Post 9/11 GI Bill benefits like their active-
duty counterparts do. The American Legion believes that 
every day in uniform counts, and urges Congress to rec-
ognize the service of National Guard and Reserve ser-
vicemembers as eligible for the GI Bill. 

H.R. 1836 – Guard and Reserve GI Bill Parity Act of 
2021 

Concurrent Receipt  

Currently, 42,000 military retirees with combat-related 
injuries qualify for retirement pay for their service from 
DoD, and compensation for service-connected disabili-
ties from VA. However, for retired veterans with disability 
ratings less than 50%, their VA compensation is deduct-
ed from their DoD retirement pay. The American Legion 
strongly supports ending this unfair policy of forcing 
many military retirees to forfeit their retired pay to receive 
equal amounts of disability compensation. The Major 
Richard Star Act would repeal this draconian offset, al-
lowing disabled veterans to concurrently receive both 
their retirement pay and their disability compensation. 

S.344 - Major Richard Star Act 

 
You can listen to AL Legislative Director at the following 
link.https://www.legion.org/legiontv 

Address Toxic Exposure & Burn Pits 

A disturbingly high percentage of veterans has been ex-
posed to airborne toxic contaminates, often the result of 
proximity to local environmental hazards during military 
service. For decades, The American Legion has fought 
for service-connected disability benefits for adverse 
health conditions linked to exposures from a variety of 
toxic substances. The American Legion urges Congress 
to pass legislation that (1) creates a list of presumptive 
illnesses based on scientific evidence; (2) requires VA to 
presume exposure for veterans deployed to areas with 
known environmental hazards; and (3) mandates VA toxic 
exposure studies.  

H.R.3967 - Honoring Our Promise To Address Compre-
hensive Toxics (PACT) Act Of 2021 

S.3003 - Comprehensive and Overdue Support for 
Troops (COST) of War Act of 2021 

VA Health-care Modernization  

The future of VA health care is as a hybrid system con-
sisting of VHA-provided inpatient and outpatient care, 
telehealth and community care. Ensuring VA is equipped 
to meet the unique needs of an increasingly diverse vet-
eran population requires that VA fully leverage all health-
care modalities and ensure a seamless transition be-
tween them. Modernizing electronic health records, veter-
an-centric access standards and a transparent online 
scheduling system for both VHA-provided care and com-
munity care is essential to ensuring our veterans receive 
the care they deserve. The means by which VA delivers 
care may change, but one thing will not: VA should con-
tinue to deliver the best care anywhere to our nation’s 
veterans. 

Protect the American Flag

The American Legion urges Congress to approve an 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution that would allow 
Congress to prohibit the physical desecration of the   
U.S. flag. Additionally, The American Legion urges Con-
gress to pass the Flag Code Modernization Act of 2021 to 
amend the U.S. Flag Code to codify multiple common 
patriotic customs and practices as described in American 
Legion Resolution No. 19: Flag Code Amendment. 
H.J.Res. 51/S.J.Res.20/H.R. 4212 

 

 

The American Legion Legislative Agenda for the 117th 

Congress, 2nd Session can be acquired HERE. 

 

Additional information and resources can be acquired at 
the Detachment Legislative Committee webpage, availa-
ble HERE. 
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American Legion Legislative Agenda 

https://www.legion.org/legiontv
C:/Users/GeneH/Downloads/13LEG0122 Legislative Agenda (2).pdf
http://salmass.org/index.php?id=108
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More on Membership 

| Minuteman – February 3, 2022 

The National Membership Committee is asking for 

your help. We would like to assemble a booklet on why you 

joined the Sons of The American Legion, and if you have a 

personal story as to how you or your Squadron affected an 

individual or group through a project, fundraiser etcetera. 

We hope that by compiling and sharing this information, we 

can better focus on how to attract new members.  

It is nice to be able to tell prospective members that we 

help veterans and their families, provide for children and 

are the single largest contributor to the Child Welfare Foun-

dation (along with the many other things that we do), but 

those stories don’t always “hit home.” By addressing the 

success stories at a local level, what YOU did for YOUR 

community, we may be able to reach a larger target base of 

potential members  

Please take a few minutes to share a story or memory that 

is near and dear to your heart. Submit your story by email 

(or regular mail) to your Regional Membership Chairman 

and we will take it from there. We ask that you complete 

this by June 30 so we can have time before our National 

Convention to complete the project. Please refer to the 

samples below: 

John Smith-Squadron 123-Anytown, USA  

I joined to honor the sacrifice of my father while serving in 

the Army during the Korean War. While volunteering as a 

member of my Squadron, we raised money through a Chili 

Cook-off event and used the funds to purchase new flags 

for 28 veterans in our town, whose current flags were torn 

and tattered. We sent representatives from the Squadron to 

each home, replaced the old flags with the new and invited 

the veteran to our flag retirement ceremony. The post 

gained 13 new members that day, and the Squadron added 

six because of our efforts  

Mike Jones-Squadron 789-Hometown, USA  

Honestly, I joined the SAL to have a place to hang out with 

friends and join their Riders Chapter. I never knew what an 

impact it would have on my life. Our squadron raised 

enough money to buy 300 new winter coats for the less 

fortunate chil�dren in our area. We were able to deliver the 

coats to the local schools and take some pictures with the 

kids. There was nothing more satisfying than see�ing the 

joy on a child’s face when they got their new coat. When 

the article was published in the local newspaper, our mem-

bership almost doubled.  

The stories are out there…almost everyone has at least 

one…please share yours!!  

East Region Ernest Laberge (MA) ELab-

erge@OctoberCompany.com 61 Glendale Rd., Florence, 

Seeking Volunteer to serve as Chairman of the  

Member & Training Development Committee 

This position is perhaps one of the most strategic for the 

Detachment of Massachusetts.  The incumbent would 

not be required to hold an officer position in the Detach-

ment.  The incumbent would be expected to represent 

the Detachment of Massachusetts and to participate in 

the monthly National Member and Development Com-

mittee call-ins that are held on the first Monday of each 

month at 8 PM. 

The incumbent would be expected to provide monthly 

reports from the National Member and Development 

Committee.  The Detachment Chair of the Member 

Training & Development Committee would assist the 

Detachment leadership in helping to improve the pro-

cesses at the grassroots levels - the individual members. 

Interested candidates should carefully review the De-

tachment Member Training & Development webpage, 

available for viewing HERE 

If you are interested in helping to form, shape, and help 

the Detachment be prepared for the future, please con-

tact  Detachment Commander Gene Theroux of your 

interest at via email: commander@SALMASS.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There has been significant growth in a number of squad-

rons.  It is important to recognize those individuals who 

have been effective recruiters.  Individual Recruitment 

Award “IRA” is awarded to those individuals who recruit 

five new members.  There has only been one submis-

sion and award of an IRA from the Detachment in the 

2021-2022 membership year.  It is important that we 

recognize those individuals who help our organization 

grow.  The IRA form is a simple form to complete and is 

Adobe Acrobat fillable and available at:   Publications & 

Forms | The American Legion  

 

http://salmass.org/index.php?id=115
https://www.legion.org/sons/publications
https://www.legion.org/sons/publications

