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        100% or Greater 

   Squadrons 204, 294 & 351 

Who’s Next? 

2021-2022 Membership 

2,259 - 44.52% 

Next Target 45% 

December 8, 2021 

The Minuteman 

Remembering Joseph A. Brill, Commander Squadron 294 
Joseph A. “Joe” Brill passed away suddenly on Thursday, November 25, 2021 at the 

age of 66.  

Raised in Houghs Neck, Quincy. Graduate of Quincy High, Class of 1974.  Joe was a United 
States Navy veteran who served on the U.S.S. America. Joe retired from Delta Airlines after 30 
years, also retired from the Mass State Lottery and was currently working as a liaison/
manager for the Quincy Parks Dept. 

Joe lived a life of giving back. He was commander of the Sons of the American Legion Squad-
ron 294, financial officer for Morrisette Post and assistant chaplain of the Quincy Veterans 
Council. He took pride in helping veterans. A few things close to his heart was the observance 
of Flags at Veterans Island in Fort Square, Harvey’s Saltwater Fishing Club Vets Day and so 
much more.  

Detachment Commander Gene Theroux and Detachment Adjutant had attended the 2021 Veteran’s Day Observance at Flags for 

Veterans Island on Fort  Square and had the opportunity to speak with Joe before and after the ceremony.  Joe’s passion for the 

Sons of The American Legion and the programs of The American Legion were inspiring.  Joe had recruited 58 new members in the 

2020-2021 membership year and had recruited 38 new members in the 2021-2022 membership year.  Joe was very humble and 

did not seek recognition, he sought and achieved only results.   

Joe was the biggest Red Sox fan and was well known and loved by everyone at Fenway, where he has attended more games than 

you can imagine. He suffered a massive heart attack at Fenway in September 2013 and then threw out the first pitch almost a year 

to the day later. Joe would always thank the first responders who saved his life. 

Joe dedicated many years to coaching and mentoring many kids throughout Little League and many organizations in the City of 

Quincy. To say that he loved his city was an understatement. Joe would light up a room and had a presence like no other, his smile 

and quirky, corny jokes will be missed.  

Joe is survived by his beloved wife Theresa M. Brill; loving father to Victoria Brill of Albany, NY and Andrew Panagraze of Holbrook. 
Joseph is also survived by his parents Robert P. Brill Sr. and Clementine DeAngelis of Houghs Neck; Brother of Donna Rowan of 
Quincy, Richard Brill of Quincy, Catherine Brill of Braintree, and the late John F. and Robert P. Brill; Also survived by his loving niec-
es and nephew, Amanda Rowan, Sara Al-Janabi and Adam Al-Janabi. 

Family and friends are invited to visiting hours on Sunday, December 5th from 2:00-6:00PM at the Dennis Sweeney Funeral Home 
74 Elm Street, Quincy Center. On Monday there will be a Mass at 10:00AM at Holy Trinity Parish Most Blessed Sacrament Church 
in Quincy. Burial with Military Honors will follow at Pine Hill Cemetery in Quincy. 



Membership 
The Detachment of Massachusetts has met the 12 Novem-

ber target of 35% membership by 2.37% and has met or 

exceeded each of the three targets thus far in the 2021-

2022 membership year.  There are 23 squadrons who have 

obtained 100% or greater with 6 squadrons that have ob-

tained 120% or greater membership. Congratulations and 

thank you to these stellar performers.   

 

These 23 squadrons are directly responsible for the success 

of the Detachment of Massachusetts in meeting the mem-

bership targets.  The Detachment Membership Team would 

like to highlight the Cyril P. Morrissette squadron 294 who 

has more than doubled their membership since the 2019-

2020 membership year and are 32 members above their 

2020-2021 membership year total.  Squadron 294 is at 155 

paid members for the 2021-2022 membership year and 

currently at 126.02%. 

 

The late Morrissette Squadron 294 Commander Joseph A. 

Brill had recruited 58 new members in the 2021 member-

ship year and had recruited 30 or more new members for 

the 2022 membership year.  There were no Individual Re-

cruiter Award or Blue Brigade award submissions accom-

plished for the late Joe Brill.  We need to promote the Indi-

vidual Recruiter Award pin and Blue Brigade Award to the 

squadrons and encourage them to submit for these awards 

as appropriate.  

 

The next target of 45% membership with a target date of 

December 8, 2021.  Of the ten districts, four of them have 

exceeded the 45% target with District 1 leading with 

80.56% followed by District 3 at 71.29%, District 10 at 

58.06%, and District Six at 57.33%.  Each squadron in dis-

tricts 1, 3 & 7 have remitted dues for the 2021-2022 mem-

bership year– these are the only three districts with no 

“Zero” squadrons.  Conversely, there are a total of 37 

squadrons out of the 125 active Detachment squadrons 

that have failed to submit any membership thus far for the 

2021-2022 program year.   

 

We’re in the sixth month of the membership year and to 

have 37 zero squadrons is unacceptable.  Many of these 

squadrons were sizeable in numbers from previous mem-

bership years.  This trend appears to be an indicator of the 

failure of the squadrons to conduct Buddy Checks and/or 

failure to encourage their unpaid members to renew their 

membership on November 11th.  Veteran’s Day which was 

promoted as a great opportunity for unpaid members to 

renew their membership and a way for the unpaid member 

to honor the Veteran that provided them eligibility for 

membership into the Sons of The American Legion. 
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National SAL Membership Report 
As of December 2, 2021 

Membership is the Lifeblood of our organization and 
critical to our success.  The 2021 membership expires 
in 26 days. 

Detachment SAL Membership Report 
As of December 2, 2021 

"Massachusetts - Where it all Began" 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/SAL%20Membership%20Report%20as%20of_August_30_%202021.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/SAL%20Membership%20Report%20as%20of_August_30_%202021.pdf


Squadron Data Report 
The Squadron Data Report “SDR” is a mandatory annual 

report that must be submitted by the squadron to the Na-

tional organization. Of the 125 active squadrons in the De-

tachment, there are 93 active squadrons that have failed to 

submit the mandatory completed SDR form to the National 

organization.   

 

The SDR may be submitted via email to 

“DSFORMS.LEGION.ORG” or via the U.S.P.S. and mailed to 

The American Legion, Attn: IT/Data Services, P.O.  Box 

1954, Indianapolis, IN 46206 prior to the January 2022 im-

plementation of Individual on-line membership renewal.  

For those squadrons who fail to submit the SDR, when a 

squadron member renews their membership on-line, what 

will be deducted will be the National per capita and the 

Detachment per capita and not the remainder of what the 

appropriate squadron dues would be.  The member will be 

in good standing and the squadron would have to chase 

down the member for the difference in monies between 

what was collected and what the difference is in the squad-

ron dues.  Hence, the importance of submitting the SDR. 

If your squadron has a different fee schedule for junior 

members - please be sure that Date of Birth is populated in 

the member’s membership record at MyLegion.org and 

that max age is indicated in the SDR. 

 

 Membership Engagement 

Good afternoon, squadron leadership: 

One of National Commander Paul Dillard’s priorities on mem-
bership is to engage our members. Whether they are current 
members, expired members, or potential members, we need 
to engage these individuals and show them the value of being 
a member of The American Legion. One of the ways that Com-
mander Dillard has discussed in engaging members is to con-
tact those 2020 members and offer them the ability to contin-
ue their continuous years on their membership. This offer is 
only for those members who were last paid in 2020 and did 
not renew for 2021 – they can continue their continuous years 
if they pay for 2022. With COVID affecting many aspects of 
daily life over the last year and half, this is an easy way to talk 
with those 2020 members and show them some good will. 

Here is how it would work: Someone contacts a member who 
was last paid for 2020 (only ones eligible for this offer) and 
they had 5 years continuous membership at the time. If they 
were to pay for 2022 – their continuous years would now be 6 
years. If they would like to also have 2021 as well, the offer 
would be as normal and they would have to pay for the 2021 
year. If they do not care or do not want to get back 2021, but 
pay for 2022, then the adjustment on the continuous years 
would have to be made at the post by filling out a Member 
Data Form (MDF) to correct the years or the department can 
correct it within Personify. 

Things to remember – when transmitting the dues, unless the 
member is paying for 2021 and 2022, do not select 2021 as 
part of the payment. If 2021 is selected, the payment will 
come out for that portion of the per capita and it will be de-
ducted as part of the eCheck payment processing. 

* For this, only 2022 needs to be selected and then the 
adjustment should be made on that members record in 
Personify or send in the MDF to be processed at the Na-
tional Headquarters. If the member wants both years to be 
added to their continuous years, then accept payment 
from them for both 2021 and 2022 membership years, and 
then process both years through PGO. 
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Membership is the Lifeblood of our organization and 
critical to our success.  The 2021 membership expires 
in 26 days. 
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 The Detachment of Massachusetts has embraced National 
Commander Michael Fox’s special project Flying Flags for 
Heroes “FFFH”.  Each squadron commander is tasked to pro-
vide a point of contact for ownership and ensuring the suc-
cess of the squadron’s FFFH program.  A webpage has been 
established on the Detachment SALMASS.ORG website under 
programs for the Flying Flags for Heroes “FFFH” program tai-
lored for how it be recommended to accomplished in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
 
There are a number of resources on the FFFH webpage with 
links in steps or progression of recommendations to imple-
ment the FFFH program at their Post/Squadron or in their 
community.  The first step is for the squadron commander to 
designate a FFFH Point-of-Contact with the goal or quota of 
flags to be placed at veteran’s gravesites.  A letter with an 
Adobe Acrobat fillable form is the first link on the Detach-
ment FFFH program webpage.   
 
Some of the resources on the FFFH website include Massa-
chusetts statues  such as MGL Chapter 115 section 9 that 
indicates the mandatory requirement of cities/towns to flag 
veteran’s gravesites  for Memorial Day.  In addition, MGL 
Chapter 115 section 9 indicates the requirement of care of 
veteran’s gravesites.  MGL Chapter 115, section 9 includes a 
reimbursement of 75% to the cities/towns for the cost of 
flags.  Therefore, it is recommended that the local Veterans 
Service Office “VSO” be consulted before purchasing ceme-
tery flags.  There is a link on the FFFH to locate the VSO for 
your locale.   

 
 

Flying Flags for Heroes 

 

"Massachusetts - Where it all Began" 

http://salmass.org/index.php?id=135
http://salmass.org/files/Letter_to_Squadrons_-_Flying_Flags_for_Heroes_with_designating_POC.pdf
http://salmass.org/files/Letter_to_Squadrons_-_Flying_Flags_for_Heroes_with_designating_POC.pdf


Detachment Executive Committee Meeting  

There will a Detachment Executive Committee meeting to be 

held at the Vernon Hill Post 435 (Worcester) on January 6, 

2022 beginning at 9:00 AM.  We will have a special guest, 

the Sons of The American Legion National Vice Commander 

of the East Richard “Dickie” Huntley will be visiting the De-

tachment of Massachusetts. Later in the day, NVC Huntley 

will be attending a fundraiser for the Detachment of Massa-

chusetts Commander charity American Legion Veterans and 

Children Foundation at the Cherry Valley Post 443. 

It’s important to note that all members of the Sons of The 

American Legion Detachment of Massachusetts are invited 

and welcome to attend the Detachment Executive Com-

mittee meetings.  We hope to see you at the Cherry Valley 

Post 443 for the Italian Feast and fundraiser.  

Since its creation in 1925, The American Legion Veterans & 

Children Foundation has delivered over $30 million in financial 

assistance for disabled veterans, military families and young 

people who lost parents in service to our nation. Income from 

the foundation investments is used to fund Veterans Affairs & 

Rehabilitation programs and Temporary Financial Assistance, 

which provides funds to minor children of active duty or Amer-

ican Legion members.  
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Morrissette Squadron 294 Host Veterans Day Observance 

The Cyril P. Morrissette Squadron 294 of Quincy held its Vet-

erans Day Observance on Sunday, November 7, 2021, at Fort 

Square on the Flags for Veterans Island.  Detachment Adju-

tant William T. Murphy III and Detachment Commander Gene 

H. Theroux attended the Flags for Veterans event at the beau-

tifully landscaped and decorated Fort Square.  There are ap-

proximately 400 American Flags (3’ X 5’) that are mounted on 

identical poles throughout the island and over 600 inscribed 

bricks to honor veterans, past and present. 

“We are so lucky to be from a city with rich military history.” 

said Joe Brill, commander of the Morrissette Squadron 294, 

that hosted the ceremony.  “We decorated this island with 

400 flags and over 600 bricks for those who have served, are 

serving, and paid the ultimate sacrifice to keep America free.  

I ask each and every one of you to take time to reflect, to re-

member, and to honor.  If there were no veterans, there 

would be no America.  Freedom is not free.  Tell me and I for-

get, show me and I remember, involve me and I will under-

stand.” 

Following a prayer by squadron Chaplain Don Knight and the 

singing of the National Anthem by Boston Bruins anthem 

singer Todd Angilly, squadron finance officer Guy Ferris, a 

dual-member, welcomed the gathering to “honor our na-

tion’s heroes who have served to safeguard our liberties.” 

“There is an old adage among veterans that goes like this”  

Memorial Day is for them, Veterans Day is for us,” he said, 

“Another adage, I like is often found on a bulletin board, “If 

you are able to read this notice, thank a teacher; If you are 

reading it in English, thank a veteran.”” 

Guy Ferris served as Master of Ceremonies for the Squadron 

294 Veterans Day Observance.    Guy served his country in 

the United States Air Force and was a T-38 Talon instructor 

pilot at Williams Air Force Base, Arizona. Guy Ferris was as-

signed to the 97th Flight Training Squadron and obtained the 

rank of Captain. Guy W. Ferris proudly displays his Devil Cat 

unit patch from the 97th Flight Training Squadron on his right 

sleeve and the Air Training Command Instructor Badge 

above his awards and decorations from his military service.  
Guy W. Ferris’s eligibility for the Sons of The American Le-

gion was through his father, John Miller “Jack” Ferris who 

served in the United States Army Air Corps his wings at Kelly 

Field in 1935. Already a Captain and stationed at Hickam 

Field when the Japanese attacked it, he quickly rose to full 

Colonel at age 27. Guy’s Mom was there in Hickam’s base 

housing with his two oldest sisters during the attack, but his 

dad was over in San Francisco preparing to ferry those un-

armed B-17s to Hickam. Fortunately, there were two flights, 

and he drew the B group that landed on Monday - the 8th, 

which probably saved his .life since the first  group landed 

during the attack and got badly shot up.  

He went on to be Commander of the of the Hawaiian Air De-

pot at Hickam - the largest aircraft maintenance facility out-

side of the United States. As its chief test pilot, he logged 

thousands of hours in every type of aircraft that the U.S. Army 

Air Corps flew and even some Navy aircraft when they asked 

for his help. After the war while stationed at Wright Field in 

Ohio,  Guy W. Ferris was born in February 1946. Just before 

the Air Force was established on September 18, 1947,  Colo-

nel Ferris was medically discharged with severe arthritis from 

which he eventually recovered and went onto a great career 

as an Aviation Executive and flew until the age of 75, all the 

while perfecting a bad golf game. Colonel John M. Ferris (5 

October 1914 – 28 October 1999) is interred at Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery with his wife Katherine. 

Mayor Thomas Koch paid tribute to squadron 294 Past Com-

mander Paul Moody, who spearheaded the Flags for Veterans 

Island.  Mood was ill and was unable to attend.  Koch pointed 

to the previous week’s observance of All Soul’s Day and drew 

an analogy between that and veterans.  “I couldn’t help but 

think of the martyrs of the church who died for their faith, 

who died for a cause bigger than themselves,” he said.  “In 

coming here, I thought of the veterans stepping up and serv-

ing for a cause greater themselves.  In this city we have a 

great history, generation after generation, of doing just that.  

We go to cemeteries all across the city and see the graves of 

those who served and paid the ultimate sacrifice.  May God 

continue to provide to those men and women who stepped 

up to serve, less than one percent of the population, to de-

fend this land and promote peace around the world.” 

George Bouchard of the Quincy Veterans Services and a  

member of Squadron 294 and Morrissette American Legion 

Post Commander, noted how the squadron assisted by The 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 294, beautifies the island 

twice a year to “remind all of us of the men and women who 

serve this country with honor.” 

“Every flag and brick at this island have a name on it,”  he 

said, “Behind that name are stories and memories of some 

very special.” 

Massachusetts Sons of The American Legion Commander 

Gene Theroux thanked the Quincy squadron for its work hon-

oring veterans.  “Veterans to me is every single day,” he said.  

“I thank veterans each and every day.” 

Quincy native, Jake Comer, spoke of his emotional trip to 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii while he was serving as the National 

American Legion Commander in 1987-1988.  He recalled tak-

ing a Navy tender out to the USS Arizona that was among the 

ships sunk during the Japanese attack on December 7, 1941 

that brought the US into WW II.  “You step on the Arizona in 

the glass enclosure, and you actually see the deck of the ship 

and the oil that is still coming up from the bottom since 

1941,”  he said, asking, “So why do we celebrate, and thank, 

and remember?” 
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“We remember the 1,027 men who are still in the Arizona 

who did not make it home.” he said.  “And that’s why you 

are here today.  These flags represent everything that is 

good in this nation, and don’t you ever forget that.” 

Ferris introduced Brewer, who enlisted in the Marines at 

age 17 after graduating six months early from high school.  

He quickly rose through the ranks to sergeant and trained 

Marines to guard embassies around the world.  After re-

ceiving a Top Secret Clearance, he was assigned to the 

American Embassy in Beirut. 

Brewer, who lives in Maine, talked of how the country has 

become divided and everyone wants to be an individual.  

He explained how the military strips recruits of their indi-

viduality  and instills commonality and teamwork.  He said 

returning veterans come back home changed - a combina-

tion of working as a team with their units and suffering 

injuries and mental anguish. 

“When a veteran comes back home to their community, 

they don’t understand the civilian side of things, the 

selfishness.” he said. 

Brewer said he is among the thousands of veterans suffer-

ing from PTSD.  He founded One Warrior Won organiza-

tion, educating, and supporting both the public and veter-

ans about the disorder that has led to many veterans tak-

ing their lives - an average of 22 veterans a day committing 

suicide. 

“We lost and are still losing more men and women to sui-

cide in the last 20 years of conflict in Iraq and Afghanistan.  

That is not ok,” he said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Why are veterans killing themselves?” he asked.  “They 

feel alone, they feel abandoned, they feel misunderstood.  

When they come back to these communities, they feel like 

an outsider because  they are not individuals.  Where’s the 

team?” Where’s the brotherhood and sisterhood they used 

to be a part of?  They come back here  and that’s all gone 

now.  No one understands that.” 

“He urged veterans to talk about their war experiences and 

bare their soul.  Noting that the veterans’ hospitals are over-

whelmed and many located miles apart, Brewer asked for 

support and services to be available at the local level to deal 

with veterans’ physical and mental issues. 

“Why do I have to drive an hour to get physical and mental 

service when I live seven minutes from the best hospital in 

Maine?” he asked. 

Brewer said the government needs to step up its support of 

struggling veterans, “not financially, but physically, mentally, 

and emotionally.”    

That’s what we need, and we need it at the community level.” 

he said. 

Brewer urged local leaders to “lobby for veterans’ programs 

that are born right in the place where the veterans are born, 

that’s right in the community that raised them.” 

Color guards from the North Quincy High School Air Force 

Junior ROTC, Quincy police and fire departments, Morrissette 

Post American Legion Auxiliary, and Boy Scout Troop 6 partici-

pated in the ceremony.  For their assistance in beautifying the 

island, the squadron honored Patti Williams and Sue Lewis of 

the Houghs Neck Garden Club; Darryl Andrews and Stephanie 

Fuller of the Quincy Home Depot; and Unit 294 Auxiliary 

member Terry Brill. 

The program included the dedication of bricks by Kathleen 

Morrison Shea inscribed with four names of veterans from 

the Morrison family, placing a memorial wreath, a volley, 

Taps, and the playing of “America the Beautiful” by Quincy 

Firefighter Steve Sweet on the bagpipes.  Courtesy of Quincy 

Sun (edited). 

 

 

 

Left:  Richard Brewer  

The Quincy American Legion Post 

294 is named in honor of Cyril P. 

Morrissette who was the first Quincy 

man to be killed in the Great War 

(WW I).  Cyril P. Morrissette was 

assigned to Company F, 101st Infan-

try Regiment, 26th Yankee Division 

when he was killed-in-action on 24 

February 1918. 
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Paul E. Dillard, National Commander of The American Legion 
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Help us expand Buddy Checks 

The American Legion has been at the forefront with Buddy Checks to ensure the needs 

of veterans in their post and community are met.  Now there’s an opportunity for us to 

reach even more veterans and save even more lives with the Buddy Check Act - An 

American Legion-supported bipartisan legislation. 

 

This bill would direct the VA to establish a “Buddy Check Week,” modeled after The 

American Legion’s Buddy Check program, to provide educational opportunities, materi-

als and references for veterans to learn how to conduct personal wellness checks, as 

well as require increased resources for the Veterans Crisis Line to handle any potential 

increase in calls during the designated week.  

 

I ask you to help us get the Buddy Check Act passed. 

Reach out to your congressional representatives to voice our support for this legislation at 

www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/Campaigns/87480/Respond  

 

And don’t wait to make contact.  We must act now. 

The U.S. Senate has approved legislation that would make this a national program.  Now, let’s prod the U.S. House to follow suit.  

If our representatives don’t act before Congress recesses next month, it could be at least three months before they consider this 

legislation again.  Or it could be dropped altogether.  

 

For materials on The American Legion’s Buddy Check program, visit www.legion.org/buddycheck 

 

The American Legion has demonstrated great success with Buddy Checks.  Let’s expand it through the VA for even greater success 

and reach. 

 

 

 

Pau. E. Dillard 

American Legion National Commander 

 

 

http://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/Campaigns/87480/Respond
https://www.legion.org/buddycheck
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Around the Detachment 

                       Joseph A. Brill                        The city of Quincy Police and Fire honor guards 

                    MSgt John DiLorenzo (USAF Ret) & North Quincy High School Jr ROTC  

Gene Theroux with Guy Ferris   Guy Ferris unit patch 97th Flight Training Squadron     
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Around the Detachment 

values of God, country, and family. Malcolm is so thankful for the impact the American Legion has had on him. 

 
Attending Boy's State was one of the best experiences of his life. He was able to work with like-minded and accomplished 
individuals from around the state, who to this day, he is very close with. Malcolm Mahoney participated in a Pope Francis 
Preparatory School “PFPS” Flying Flags for Heroes at Springfield’s Saint Michaels Cemetery. Detachment Commander sup 
ported the PFPS event. Detachment Commander Theroux recruited Malcolm to be a member of the Sons of The American  
Legion. Malcom is the grandson  of a Korean War era veteran and is now a Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage. Malcolm  
plans on participating as a contestant in The American Legion Oratorical Contest. 

 

Samsung Scholar - Malcolm Mahoney 

 

Malcolm Mahoney attended the 2021 Massachusetts Boys State pro-

gram. Malcolm submitted for the Samsung Scholarship while at Boys 

State. Malcolm Mahoney, a Senior at Pope Francis Preparatory School 

in Springfield, Massachusetts. Malcolm was selected as one of ten 

nationwide Samsung Scholars.  

 

Malcolm Mahoney is very involved in his school community, every-

thing from the chess club to the Model UN club to the tennis team. He 

is very interested in the social sciences, and he plans on double major-

ing in  economics and political science in college with a double minor in 

finance and Mandarin. Malcolm would love to own a political strategy 

firm that specializes in creating and passing policy that reflects his core   

Pictured Left to right: Steven Sawyer, Gene Theroux, Eric Segundo, 

and S. Ryan Howe,  Sawyer and Theroux were honored at the town 

of Ludlow Veterans Day ceremonies as volunteers of the year. 

Steve Sawyer is a Vietnam Combat Wouded Veteran.  Detachment 

Commander Theroux gifted Steven Sawyer a one-year membership 

to the Sons of The American Legion.   Eric Segundo is the VSO for 

the town of Ludlow, MA and a member of The American Legion.  

Ryan Howe is the Ludlow Post 52 Commander and District 3 County 

Council Commander. 


