
Minutes of the Detachment Executive Committee Meeting 

September 7, 2019 Haverhill, MA 

 

Detachment Commander Marvin Nay called the meeting to order at 10:15 AM. With the colors in place, 

Detachment Commander Marvin Nay led the meeting in a salute to the colors. Acting Detachment Chaplain 

William Murphy gave the invocation. Detachment Commander Marvin Nay read the POW/MIA Resolution. 

Detachment Commander Marvin Nay called upon Department Vice Commander Gene Theroux to lead the 

Pledge of Allegiance. Detachment Commander Marvin Nay called upon  Detachment Vice Commander 

Matthew Nay the Preamble to the Constitution. Detachment Commander Marvin Nay read the Blue Star Banner 

Resolution.  

 

Detachment Commander Marvin Nay called upon Detachment Adjutant Clifford Smith for the roll call.  

 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 

Commander – Marvin Nay- Present 

Vice Commander – Matthew Nay – Present 

Vice Commander – Gene Theroux – Present 

Vice Commander –  

Vice Commander-    

Vice Commander -  
Adjutant – Clifford Smith – Present 

Finance Officer – Clifford Smith - Present 

Chaplain- William Sheehan - Present  

Historian – Thomas Timcoe - Present 

National Executive Committeeman. – David L. Johnson Jr. - Present 

Alternate National Executive Committeeman. – William Murphy - Present 

Sgt. at Arms – William Fruci - Present 

Judge Advocate – Mark McCue - Excused 

Past Detachment Commanders: Clifford Smith, Thomas Timcoe, Ernie Laberge, William Sheehan, 

Dave Johnson, William Murphy 

 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATION: Present: Three, Four, Six, and Seven. 

 

DEPARTMENT ADVISORS:  

Chairman: William Chisholm – Present 

Ray Samko – Present 

Andrew Pajak – Excused 

 

DISTRICT ADVISORS:   4 and, 7 were represented   

 

Adjutant Smith stated a quorum was present. 

 

APPOINTMENTS:  

 

PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

  Detachment Commander Marvin Nay now called upon Adjutant Smith for the reading of the previous 

minutes. A motion was made by David Johnson and seconded by Gene Theroux to accept the previous minutes 

as distributed. Motion carried.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & WELCOME OF HOST SQUADRON: 

S.A.L. Squadron Commander Joseph White welcomed everyone to Post 4. Commander Nay introduced 

Past National American Legion Commander John P. “Jake” Comer to address the assembly.   



CORRESPONDENCE: 

Detachment Commander Marvin Nay called for Adjutant Smith to read any correspondence. Upon 

reading the correspondence Adjutant Smith moved to have all correspondence received and filed except 

for those that would be brought up under new business. Motion seconded by Gene Theroux. Motion 

carried. 

    

Detachment Commander Marvin Nay now called for Officers Reports. 

 

OFFICERS REPORTS: 

 

Vice Commander –Matthew Nay:      

   

Vice Commander -   Gene Theroux: 

 Detachment Vice Commander Gene Theroux serves the National Organization as the webmaster and the 

 National Facebook administrator.  At the 48
th

 National Convention of The Sons of The American 

 Legion, Theroux received his National Webmaster cover and name badge. I attended the Sons DEC held 

 on June 7, 2019 at the Detachment Convention held at the Hotel 1620 in Plymouth, MA. I attended the 

 Detachment Transition Meeting held on June 30, 2019 at the Sharon Post 106 and began my duties as 

 the Detachment Membership Chairman. I attended the Department of Massachusetts Membership 

 Training Event held on July 14, 2019 at the Vernon Hill Post 435.  I was able to distribute all of the 

 District 4 2020 membership cards for each District 4 Squadron at this meeting.    At the conclusion of 

 the membership training event, I had several Posts come to me for their Squadron cards.  I was 

 particularly pleased that numerous Legionnaires were willing to deliver Squadron membership cards to 

 other Posts that were not that far from their location.  I’d particularly like to point out, a big Thank You 

 to the following Legionnaires: 1. Scott Conner who took a total of six District 4 Squadron membership 

 cards, 2. Scott Gauthier, District 4 Commander who took the Gardner and Winchendon Squadron cards 

 and 3. Lisa McPhee who took Milford and Sterling cards.  Detachment Commander Marvin Nay and 

 PDC Laberge were in attendance (Ernie is the District 3 POC who Marvin did not take all the Squadron 

 cards from the transition meeting (Holyoke 253, Indian Orchard 277 & E. Longmeadow 293).  I had 

 delivered East Longmeadow to the Post 293 on July 10
th

 and provided the Squadron 253 and 277 cards 

 to Marvin at Vernon Hill). I participated in the Public & Media Communications Commission Call on 

 Wednesday, July 24, 2019.  PDC Mark McCue has been the lead on one of the strategic goals for The 

 Sons of The American Legion by the development and implementation of a video contest.  The 

 following is an excerpt of the draft proposal for a Sons of The American Legion Social Media Video 

 Contest: Narrative: Video marketing is one of the most effective means of communicating available to 

 us today.  With most Sons of The American Legion members having smartphones readily available, it’s 

 very easy to record a video and upload it to various social media platforms.  Social media videos are 

 becoming more and more popular and adopting a social media video contest offers us the following 

 benefits: Build SAL brand awareness Showcase the work that we do for our Veterans and our 

 communities Promote our membership goals Assist us to reach a younger demographic of members and 

 potential members Take advantage of our potential 371,000 member built in marketing team by 

 encouraging them to use social media to promote the SAL Promote the sharing of ideas amongst our 

 detachments and squadrons  On July 28, 2019, I attended the Department of Massachusetts American 

 Legion Baseball playoff game in Milford, MA.  PDC Bill Murphy had just returned from Washington 

 (Boys Nation) and I wanted to meet up with Alt NEC Murphy to provide him the remaining membership 

 cards for Squadrons for District 8.   PDC Murphy and I got to watch some excellent American Legion 

 Baseball and to make the exchange.  In addition, to the Squadron membership cards, Bill was provided 

 some blank membership cards. I attended The Sons of The American Legion National Convention in 

 Indianapolis, IN from August 22-26, 2019.  At the Convention, I took a number of photographs and 

 published a number of Facebook Posts.  In addition, PNC Cliff Smith worked together on updating the 

 Detachment webpage.  At the Convention, I attended the Membership Committee meeting, the 

 Resolutions Committee Meeting, the full general session and the Post Convention DEC. I’ve been in 



 daily contact with the National Staff Internal Affairs with updates to membership, membership rates and 

 other content for the website.  In addition, I had a good discussion with the VE&E Commission 

 Chairman, Thomas Skelley on Thursday, 5
th

 September on content updates for the VE&E and dialogue 

 on the path ahead. Other:  I have been appointed to be the first Veterans Graves Officer for the city of 

 Westfield, Massachusetts.  I attended a photo-op with the Mayor, several city counselors; State 

 Representative John Velis and the Veterans Service Officer for the city of Westfield on Wednesday, 

 September 4, 2019 at Pine Hill Cemetery.  In addition, I attended the full chamber meeting of the city of 

 Westfield City Council members on Thursday evening, September 5, 2019 to be formally introduced. 

 

Adjutant – Clifford Smith: 

Adjutant Smith thanked everyone for getting reports to him before the meeting. He stated that now the 

 summer is over it is time that we all start working together to promote all our programs. 

 

Chaplain – William Sheehan: 

From July 1
st
 to July 28

th
, as Membership Chairman for district ten, I either delivered personally or 

 mailed all of the 2020 district ten SAL membership cards with the exception of Kingston squadron 387.  

 On August 10
th

 I helped run a LRC tournament at Whitman squadron 22 to benefit the Child Welfare 

 Foundation.  On August 19
th

 I made a social visit to Sandwich Post 188 with the Post 22 Auxillary 

 President Renee Tamulevich.  We discussed mutual function and fund raising efforts between our Posts 

 for the benefit of our veterans and their causes.  From August 22
nd

 to the 25
th

 I attended the 48
th

 SAL 

 National Convention in Indianapolis as a delegate from Massachusetts.  In addition to the general 

 assembly, I attended the National VA + R committee meeting.  The main concern of the committee was 

 that we might lose our seat on the national congressional committee due to lack of representation at the 

 local hospital level.  Currently only 31 out of 145 VA Hospitals have SAL representatives and if the 

 number falls below 25, we will lose our seat.  I am currently planning on attending the POW/MIA 

 ceremony on the USS Massachusetts on September 8
th

. 

 

 Historian – Thomas Timcoe: 

 Since the Convention, I drafted an Introduction letter that once approved by the Adjutant I will email 

 everyone on the Detachment email list. With this report I have included a copy of the rules for the 

 Detachment History book contest. I plan to promote this so we have all active squadron’s participate. I 

 also plan on creating a history book for the Detachment Commander to present at the Detachment 

 Convention. If you are at an event and take pictures please forward them to me at ttimcoe@comcast.net 

 so I can include them in the commander’s book. I will be attending the POW/MIA Ceremony on the 

 Battleship Massachusetts tomorrow and the Department Commander’s Banquet in October. If there is an 

 event that you would like the Historian to attend please email me with plenty of notice so I can make 

 arraignments. I look forward to working with the rest of the Detachment Officers and all of the 

 squadrons in promoting the Detachment and Squadrons Histories 

 

National Executive Committeeman- David L. Johnson Jr.:  

 After the Detachment Convention in Plymouth it was very quiet summer, but now as we approach the 

 fall my activities will start to pick up. My activity this summer included; I attended the transition 

 meeting held at Sharon Post 106 in Sharon, MA. I will be attending the POW/MIA Ceremony tomorrow 

 in Fall River, MA and I will be attending the all NEC meetings in Indianapolis, IN next month. As the 

 fall approaches and activities ramp up I will have a more complete report at our next DEC meeting. 

 

Alternate National Executive Committeeman- William Murphy: 

   Since our Detachment Convention, I have looked to reach out to the expansion of our membership 

 within District 8.  As the appointed liaison, I met with members of Hamilton Squadron 194.  I learned of 

 many programs their squadron participates in and look forward to attending a future meeting to see how 

 they can reach out to including the Detachment in their future events. In addition, following our 

 Detachment Convention, delivering the pictures of the bowling tournament, to Nabnasssett Squadron 

mailto:ttimcoe@comcast.net


 424.  This was their first participation in the program and have been invited back to make a presentation 

 of the other programs of our Detachment. Also, answered the roll call, representing Massachusetts at the 

 Pre and Post Convention NEC meetings.  During the National Convention, saw the unanimous and 

 undisputed resolution regarding a per capita increase for membership year 2020. Finally, it was with 

 deep regret, representing the Detachment of Massachusetts at the memorial service honoring Past 

 Department President Linda Ward of Beverly Unit 331.  I had the honor serving as her Detachment 

 Commander alongside Past Department Commander Charlie Towers.  The American Legion 

 Family…the Sons of The American Legion has lost a true friend, and was my honor wearing the shirt of 

 her project, the Soldier’s Wish, as I visited the exposition at National Convention. From here, I look  

 forward to expanding my position as a VAVS Representative at the Bedford VA as well as the 

 upcoming National Executive Committee Meeting in October. 

 

Commander – Marvin Nay: 

  Detachment Commander Marvin Nay – Report June 2019 – September 2019 

 June 2019 

 6/14-6/16/19 – Boy Scout Camporee Gardner MA 

 6/16/19 – Boys State/Girls State 

 6/17/19 – Installation Unit 185 Agawam 

 6/25/19 – attended wake for Department President Coral Mae Grout’s Mother 

 6/27/19 – District 1 meeting Sheffield  

 6/29/19 – Membership booth at the Moto-Cross Nationals – Southwick 

 6/30/19 – SAL transition meeting – Post 106 Sharon 

 6/30/19 – Wake for past department commander Michael Cassidy 

 July 2019 

 7/4/19 – Participated in 4th of July Parade East Longmeadow  

 7/6/19 – Installation District 2 – Orange 

 7/7/19 – attended District 3 meeting Agawam  

 7/13/19 – POW/MIA meeting Vernon Hill 

 7/13/19 – Post/Squadron 194 military appreciation day Hamilton 

 7/14/19 – Department membership training Vernon Hill 

 7/20/19 – Post 124 installation – Westfield 

 7/20/19 - Attended Post 296 Centennial celebration Boston 

 7/27/19 – State Baseball tournament – Milford  

 August 2019 

 8/2/19 – Attended National Vice Commander Paul Spedalere testimonial – CT 

 8/4/19 – Attended District 5 BBQ – Hanscom  

 8/5/19 – Attended medal presentation – Isiah French and his brothers Squadron member from Sterling 

 8/7/19 – Regional Baseball opening – Holy Cross Worcester 

 8/7/19 – Fundraiser Post 338 for NEF 

 8/7/19 – Westfield centennial picnic Post 124 

 8/17/19 – Membership meeting Swansea – review of new criteria for membership 

 8/20-8/30/19 – National Convention Indianapolis 

 9/2/19 – Labor Day parade Marlborough 

 

A motion was made by Gene Theroux and seconded by Ray Samko to accept all Officer Reports as one’s in 

progress. Motion carried. 

 

Detachment Commander Marvin Nay now called for Committee Reports. 

 

 

 

 



COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Finance Report: - Clifford Smith:  

The current bank statements and vouchers were reviewed by the Department Advisory Committee.  All 

were approved. Currently there is $7082.56 in the checking account. He stated that sent a letter to the 

Statehouse showing all the Fiscal 2019 income and expense and gave a report to ask for the release of 

the Fiscal Year 2020 budget funds form the Department S.A.L. Reserve Account. 

 Motion made by Clifford Smith and seconded by Gene Theroux to accept the finance report as one I 

progress subject to audit. Motion carried  

 Americanism – Ernie Laberge:  

 I addressed the American Legion Auxiliary Department of Massachusetts at their convention on 6/1/19 

 as the outgoing Detachment Commander. I attended the American Legion Auxiliary Department of 

 Massachusetts Officer Installation held on 6/2/19. I attended a memorial ceremony sponsored by Palmer 

 Post 130 on 6/3/19. I was also asked to play Taps at this event. I received an email from Ken George on 

 6/3/19 to do the annually required background check to continue serving on the Americanism 

 Commission. I followed up as required and submitted all requested information for processing. I worked 

 game night on 6/4/19 at the Leeds. I attended the Detachment of Massachusetts Sons of The American 

 Legion Convention from 6/5/19 to 6/9/19. I attended the Wake of Myron Petroscevich with the Post 224 

 American Legion Family. The wake was held in the evening of 6/9/19. Myron was an Air Force Veteran 

 and a 50-year member of Post 224. I met with the City of Easthampton Mayor and the Fire Chief in the 

 afternoon of 6/11/19 and requested that the Municipal Building and the Safety Complex host a 

 POW/MIA Chair and Table. Both agreed to do so. The tables and all other required materials will be 

 supplied by Dalton Lavallee Squadron 224 and the Post. The Mayor has requested me to visit her so that 

 we can pick out an appropriate location in the Municipal Building for setup and display. After the tables 

 have been set in place, I will take some photos and present them to the POW/MIA Committee at the next 

 meeting. I participated as part of the Color Guard Team for a Flag Retirement Ceremony held on 

 6/14/19 at my home Post 224. I received a call from Russ Wandrei from Adams Squadron 160 on 

 6/16/19 requesting transfer forms. A member of Pittsfield Squadron 68 has requested to be transferred to 

 Adams. Copies of the form were mailed out on Monday 6/17/19. I attended the wake of Coral Mae 

 Grout’s mother held in Winchendon on 6/25/19. I received an email from Rick Poirier on 6/27/19 asking 

 about the 2019-2020 Membership cards. I encouraged him to attend the Detachment Transition Meeting 

 and let him know he could pick them up at that time. I was contacted by Baystate Health Care in the 

 afternoon of 6/27/19. I was asked once again to attend the annual donators recognition night to be held 

 at the Carriage House in Forest Park. I have attended this event for the past 4 years and it’s always a nice 

 evening out with the Hospital VIP’s. I attended the Detachment Transition Meeting held in the afternoon 

 of 6/30/19 at the Sharon Post.I attended the wake of Mike Cassidy held in Ashland in the afternoon of 

 6/30/19. I worked Game Night at the Leeds VA with the Post 224 Legion Officers held on 7/2/19.I took 

 part in the Midwest Conference Call as part of my responsibilities with the National Americanism 

 Commission on 7/2/19. I attended the wake of Anthony "Totsie" Krzynowek on 7/5/19. Totsie was a 

 Marine/WWII Veteran and a life member of Post 224. I attended a funeral and took part as a member of 

 the Color Guard for Anthony "Totsie" Krzynowek on 7/6/19. I attended the District 2 Officer 

 Installation at the request of the District 2 Commander held on 7/6/19 in Orange. On 7/7/19 I met with 

 Brad Morse the owner of Outlook Farm Barn & Eatery and discussed the placement of a POW/MIA 

 Table display. Brad said that he would be happy to house a display. Dalton Lavallee Squadron 224 and 

 Post 224 will donate all the materials for the display. I attended the POW/MIA Committee Meeting held 

 at the Vernon Hill Post on 7/13/19. I did a membership run with Commander Nay in the afternoon of 

 7/13/19 to hand deliver the remaining District 3 Membership cards. I attended Student Trooper 

 Graduation held on 7/19/19 with Department NEC Louie Brault, his wife Rosie and & Legion 

 Commander Jodi Pajak and Drew. I received a letter asking me to attend the VA of Central & Western 

 Mass Volunteer Recognition Ceremony. The event was held on the afternoon of 7/20/19. I received a 



 thank you gift from the VA for being a volunteer and I also picked one up for VA Dep Theroux who had 

 another event that he had to attend that day. I did a membership run to District 1 on 7/21/19. All 

 membership cards for District 1, 2, & 3 have now been delivered and all return card for the Adjutant   

 recording the time that the Sons volunteers there. After checking into things all credit has been given to 

 the American Legion and not the Sons. Going forward I will verify that the code SOAL-303 is placed on 

 the documentation so credit is noted properly on the reports. On 7/27/19 I received all of the materials 

 from American Legion Emblem Sales for the 3 POW/MIA table Displays. I will be contacting the 

 Easthampton Fire & Police Departments for the Placement of the display in their entry area. I took part 

 in the National Americanism Commission Conference Call held in the evening of 8/1/19. I attended the 

 American Legion District 5 BBQ held at Hanscom Air Force Base Family Campground on 8/4/19. On 

 8/5/19 I received an email from the City of Easthampton Fire Chief David Mottor. He will be contacting 

 me with a date and time to setup a POW/MIA table and chair at the City Safety Complex. All display 

 materials are being donated by SAL Squadron 224 and Post 224. I was invited to an Americanism Event 

 by the Sterling Post Commander held on 8/5/19 at the Sterling American Legion. A presentation of 

 Military Service Medals to the family of the fallen veteran was made. I worked Game Night at the Leeds 

 VA with the Post 224 Legion Officers held on 8/6/19. I took part in the Midwest Conference Call as part 

 of my responsibilities with the National Americanism Commission on 8/6/19. I facilitated the placement 

 of a POW/MIA Table & Chair display at Outlook Farm Barn and Eatery in Westhampton the morning 

 of 8/10/19 at 8:00AM. All display materials were donated by Sons Squadron 224 and the Post 224 

 American Legion. I participated as part of the Honor Guard Team for the funeral of a former 

 Easthampton Veteran at the request of the family. The grave side memorial was held at 11:00 AM on 

 8/10/19 at the St. Stanislaus Cemetery in Easthampton.I attended the Post 338 Annual Pig Roast held in 

 the afternoon of 8/10/19.I was an invited guest to the Annual Marine Corps League Westfield River 

 Detachment 141 recognition day held at Nonituck Park on 8/11/19. At the request of Easthampton 

 Mayor, I met with her to select a location for a POW/MIA Table & Chair in the City Municipal Building 

 on 8/12/19. All materials for the display are being donated by SAL Squadron 224 & the Post 224 Legion 

 Family. I assisted a VA disabled veteran on 8/19/19 with signing up to become a member of The 

 American Legion. He is a Cold War Era veteran and can now become a member because of The 

 American Legion Act. I attended the Sons of The American Legion National Convention from 8/22/19 

 to 8/26/19 in Indy. I attended the Leeds VA quarterly meeting held in the afternoon of 8/15/19. I let 

 them know that the Sons volunteer hours were not being documented or reported. I was told that the 

 hours for this year can be updated but I think at this time it will only reflect between 40 to 60 hours 

 however going forward it should start showing properly pre the volunteer services officer. I attended the 

 VAVS meeting held on 8/29/19 at the Leeds VA Campus. Discussion of upcoming events was one of 

 the topics. I was asked if I could assist in setting up a late spring or early summer event and request that 

 the Legion Riders attend so the Veterans could check out the bikes. I will be contacting the rider’s 

 groups to see who would like to participate in this event. I participated in the Marlborough parade on 

 9/2/19 and was asked to be driver for Past National Commander Jake Comer and Florence. Also riding 

 with me was Past Department Commander Fred White and Sophia Blake.  I worked game night at the 

 Leeds VA on 9/3/19 with the Post 224 American Legion Family. I took part in the Midwest Conference 

 Call as part of my responsibilities with the National Americanism Commission on 9/3/19. I attended the 

 SAL Detachment of Massachusetts DEC Meeting held on 9/7/19 at the Haverhill Post. The National 

 Americanism Commission is currently working on two projects, the first is development of an Excel 

 workbook to score Detachments for the various National Awards that are given out at the National 

 Convention. The idea is to have highlighted areas for raw data entry and have the workbook tally and 

 score for ease of awarding the winners. This will also help to reduce the human error factor. The second 

 project is to update the Ten Ideals Materials to have online capabilities along with an online test much 

 like the American Legion on-line Basics Program. The Americanism Commission will also be scoring 

 the History and Scrap Books at the National Convention. National Commander Gibbs has asked all of us 

 again to look into brining our younger members to the National Convention. He stated there will be 

 things for our younger members to do but he would like a head count so events can be planned 

 accordingly for our junior members as well as the 20 to 30-year-old members. There has been no word 



 as to what is being planned for these members at this time. The National Americanism Commission 

 continues its work on the refining of the Consolidated Report Form. After being sent back to the 

 commission for more refinement. The Americanism Commission has requested that I produce a Power 

 Point Presentation for use at this year’s National Convention. I have accepted and the presentation was 

 completed by 8/9/19 and then forwarded to Commission Chairman Don Hall Jr. I facilitated the 

 placement of a POW/MIA Table & Chair display at Outlook Farm Orchard and Eatery in Westhampton 

 the morning of 8/10/19 at 8:00AM. All display materials were donated by Sons Squadron 224 and the 

 Post 224 American Legion. On 8/12/19 I sent a write-up and photos of the event to the Department of 

 Massachusetts American Legion POW/MIA Committee and also copied Commander Nay and Adjutant 

 Smith on materials sent. At the request of Easthampton Mayor, I met with her to select a location for a 

 POW/MIA Table & Chair in the City Municipal Building on 8/12/19. All materials for the display are 

 being donated by SAL Squadron 224 & the Post 224 Legion Family. The POW/MIA Table & Chair in 

 the City Municipal Building has been scheduled to be placed on 9/18/19 at 5:00 PM. The Americanism  

 Commission setup and ran the first SAL Junior Member room at the National Convention this year on 

 8/24/19. The Junior room was a success and the Commission is already starting planning for next years 

 convention. As updates become available, I will relay the information to the Detachment. 

  

Community Service – Gene Theroux: 

 The Department Community Service Awards were presented at the 2019 Department Convention.  The 

 following awards were presented in Plymouth: Claudius Grant Pendill Trophy:  Post 124, Westfield 

 Howard E. Schreiber banner (2
nd

 place), Post 338, Southwick Joseph J. Conway Memorial Award:  

 Emmet F. Morrill, a member of American Legion Post 124 (submitted by Post 124) – presented at 

 District 3 County Council meeting. John Mulkern Educator of the Year Award:  Thomas Lewis, 

 Westfield High School – submitted by Post 124 Recent George “AL” White Award Recipients: Nothing 

 to report – submissions distributed to the committee members requesting a vote since my last report 

 (Detachment Convention DEC). Next Department Community Service Meeting:  Unknown.  There is 

 nothing published on the Department website calendar: http://www.masslegion.org/ nor have I received 

 any notification from the Department Community Service Chair.  I have pinged the Department 

 Community Service Chair via email requesting to be informed of the next meeting; but, I have not 

 received a reply as of this date. Squadrons are reminded to submit for the monthly Al White awards.  

 Keep in mind, that all submissions for the George “AL” White monthly community service award must 

 be signed by the Post Adjutant and the Post Commander. 

 

Children & Youth- Justin Foley: 

 Sent out a email to Cliff, Marvin and the Emails I have received this was my introduction Letter. along 

 with a informational welcome letter to give Ideas for the Children and youth Committee on the 

 Squadron Levels. I have not received any emails with chair of the children and youth squadrons Chair. I 

 would like to Receive them so I know where to send information. I am in the process of planning a 

 couple of state wide fundraisers,  1) A Challenge Coin to sell state wide to raise money for the 

 Committee. 2) I want to do a day at the races, Louie & Jodie did it as their fundraisers moving up the 

 ranks to Department Commander and I would like to see it keep up.  and use it to help our committee 

 raise money. On a Squadron Level I have reached out to Omni Glo (one of the worlds largest glow stick 

 company) that is located in West Springfield Ma, I am looking to reach out to the first and second grade 

 schools in West Springfield and Agawam, Since West Springfield does not have a Active Sons out of 

 207 I would like to include them in this! I have also reached out to a Halloween Bag company online to 

 see if they would donate bags with our logo and squadron information on it. (I have not heard back from 

 any of them as of today) 

 

Coordinated Fund Raising 150 Club – Clifford Smith: 

 

Boys Scouts – Marvin Nay: 

  

http://www.masslegion.org/


 Commanders Project / Fund Raiser – William Fruci: 

 

National Emergency Fund – Clifford Smith: 

 

Boys State – William Murphy: 

 It is truly my pleasure to report the advancement and success of the Detachment of Massachusetts’ 

 squadron’s participation in the American Legion Boys’ State program.  This year marked both the 75
th

 

 anniversary of the program, but the 25
th

 anniversary of the location being hosted by Stonehill College. 

 But more importantly to note, it saw the largest participation by Sons of The American Legion 

 squadrons!  This year 22 boys and 8 girls were sponsored to the historic leadership internship programs, 

 more than ever before. This year as part of the anniversary, very historic events occurred including 

 speeches by Rear Admiral Ted LeClair, Boys State Alumni 1986…as well as former White House Chief 

 of Staff and Transportation Secretary from Massachusetts, Andrew Card.  Also visiting was Jill Dreskus  

 of Nebraska, Director of the National Americanism Commission of The American Legion.  She Saw 

 firsthand the interaction of the Boys and Girls State programs and has made it a point to look into 

 showing the success of our 2 programs to the other states at upcoming conferences. From there it was 

 my honor to represent Massachusetts on staff of The American Legion Boys Nation program in 

 Washington DC.  This year was truly memorable, as for the second time in the program ‘s history, one 

 of our 2 elected senators, Lucas Acevedo of Gardner, was elected President of Boys Nation.  This first 

 time, was the year I attended the program, and that year David Nason of Swampscott was elected.  This 

 year at the National Convention in Indianapolis, after verifying his eligibility, it was my honor to present 

 him with a membership card to the Sons of The American Legion.  A special thanks to PNC Smith for 

 making the arrangements for the presentation.  However, what was truly an honor, was not just to  

 accompany but witness the interaction of The American Legion National Chaplain, our own Fr. Phil 

 Salois.  He reached out to the boys, telling his story, walking them through the National memorials, and 

 laying a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  He was truly the pride of Massachusetts. All in 

 all, this was truly a major success for the program, and look forward to its continued growth and the 

 advancement of the participation by squadrons of the Detachment of Massachusetts. 

 

 Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation – Mark McCue: 

  

 POW-MIA Ray Samko: 

 

 

Scholarship – Jeffery Wood: 

 

Child Welfare – Clifford Smith:  

Currently the Detachment has donated $1040.00 which is 19.3% of the National Goal and a per capita of 

$.19 per member. Chairman Smith stated that $1000.00 of those donations came from Haverhill 

Squadron 4.  

 

 

Membership – Gene Theroux: 
 The 2019-2020 Membership cards have been distributed.  All Detachment Squadrons should have their 

 membership cards.  Detachment Adjutant Cliff Smith implementation of a Post Card to acknowledge 

 and signed by a representative at the Post/Squadron to confirm receipt at their membership cards was 

 implemented and was quite effective.  There were some lessons learned and from those lessons, the 

 process will improve for next year’s distribution of membership cards.  We will adjust our process’s 

 from those lessons learned (handling of the Post Cards). At the 48th National Convention of The Sons of 

 The American Legion during the Membership Committee meeting, the “way-ahead” was discussed 

 pertaining to on-line renewals.  The process for on-line renewal for the Adjutant is currently being tested 

 in Ohio.  The Adjutant from Ohio spoke highly of the test and indicated that it takes him 15 minutes to 



 process 20 memberships.  The Detachments that had members who recruited 3 or more new members 

 for either award of the Team 100 pin or the Individual Recruiter Award were identified.  There were 

 three from the Detachment of Massachusetts that earned either the Team 100 pin or the IRA.  I wasn’t 

 able to capture all three from the slide but believe that in addition to myself, I believe that PDC Ernie 

 Laberge was one of the other two recipients of membership recruiting pins from the Detachment 

 recognized by the National Membership Committee. The SALMASS.ORG website has been updated to 

 reflect the changes in membership eligibility from the implementation of the Legion Act.  I did not have 

 initially have permissions to the respective membership pages such as the automated membership form 

 on the website.  Once, Tom Timcoe provided me the permissions, I was able to make the changes to the 

 Membership Info page.  Both the Detachment Adjutant and I have been discussing the capability for an 

 interested individual who would like to join the Sons, but is having difficulty finding a Post that hosts a 

 Squadron to be able to complete the form and it be emailed to the Detachment Membership Chairman 

 who would locate a close squadron and then contact the Squadron and provide the completed application 

 so that the Squadron Adjutant or POC could follow-up with individual and help them become a proud 

 possessor of a priceless heritage.  Attached is the Adobe Acrobat fillable form that I have worked to 

 include instructions for completion and where to send it as an interim solution. I’m in the processing of 

 exploring Mail Chimp which is a free web-based email marketing service. MailChimp is a web-based 

 email marketing service. It helps you design email newsletters, share them on social networks, integrate 

 with services we already use, and to track our results.  Additional information on MailChimp can be 

 found at: https://www.fracturedatlas.org/site/knowledgebase/what-is-mailchimp-and-why-should-i-use-it   

 it’s important to note that I have successfully imported the Detachment email list into a “campaign” or 

 mailing list for Squadrons for informing them on Membership issues.  We have drafted the first 

 membership information campaign “newsletter” and as we progress we will improve our presentation of 

 graphics and images. (Draft membership campaign (email) attached).  I’ll be working to improving our 

 processes and leveraging technology to our business practice to help with getting the message out and 

 assisting with recruitment and retention of membership. Membership:  The Detachment is just 99 

 members short for 100% membership for the 2018-2019 membership year.  We will be working to 

 achieve 100%.  The 2019-2020 membership submitted by Squadrons has been slow with a significant 

 number that have not submitted membership to the Department.  We will be reminding the Squadrons of 

 the target dates and expecting percentages.  I’ll brief from the most recent 2019-2020 Detachment 

 membership report.  There are several membership drives occurring in the next few weeks, for example; 

 there will be a Legion Family recruiting effort at the Big E on Military Day (September 13th) on the 

 Avenue of States in front of the Connecticut Building.  American Legion Post 124 will be having a 

 Legion family open house on Saturday, September 28th. 

 

Legislative – Matthew Nay: 
 Legislation with the largest impact on the American Legion and subsequent S.A.L is the change in dates 

 allowing Veteran’s to join the American Legion. In short there are now only 2 dates covered allowing 

 Veteran’s to join the American Legion instead of 7 dates. Those dates being: April 6, 1917, to Nov. 11, 

 1918, and Dec. 7, 1941 to current. Veterans who served during the new listed dates may join the 

 American Legion now. As part of the American Legion Key 11 questions the impact on the SAL is: 

 “The Sons’ eligibility criteria will change along with that of The American Legion. Any son or grandson 

 of a living American Legion member will be able to join the SAL program. (Sons and grandsons of 

 deceased veterans are also eligible.) For example, a son of a veteran who served between 1985 and 1988 

 previously would not have been eligible. With the extension of the war period, that veteran would 

 immediately be eligible for The American Legion and the son would be able to join the SAL.” 

 See the full American Legion Key 11 in Appendix A attached. 

 President Trump signed an executive order to streamline student loan forgiveness for 100% disabled 

 veterans. This was already a legislation available to 100% totally and permanently disabled Veterans. 

 However the red tape to navigate this process to be approved for student debt forgiveness was very 

 difficult. The new order signed by President Trump is to help ease the difficulty and expedite the process 

 for some 25,000 eligible Veterans’. President Trump signed a bipartisan bill not allowing debt collectors 



 to seize Veterans’ disability payments if they declare bankruptcy. The bill is called the Honoring 

 American Veterans in Extreme Need, or Haven, Act. "Our disabled veterans should never be penalized 

 for injuries they sustained in service to our country. They have earned their benefits, and it's our duty to 

 stand up for them if they fall on tough times," Rep Lucy McBath(D) said. This bill will help protect 

 income of our disabled Veterans who are now on a reduced income as part of their injuries they 

 sustained during their service to their country. Income they need to live on now that they are unable to 

 earn a livable income. 

 11 things you need to know about the LEGION Act 

 By The American Legion 

 With President Trump’s signature on the LEGION Act, the extension of the ongoing declared period of 

 war was extended back to Dec. 7, 1941. The congressionally approved act is a way to honor thousands 

 of veterans who were killed or wounded on duty during periods not previously considered a time of war.  

 “Finally Congress has acknowledged the service and sacrifice of at least 1,600 veterans who died or 

 were wounded in previously undeclared periods of war,” said American Legion National Judge 

 Advocate Kevin Bartlett. “This new law honors the memories of those veterans while allowing other 

 veterans from those previously undeclared eras to receive all The American Legion benefits they have 

 earned through their service.” The LEGION Act - Let Everyone Get Involved in Opportunities for 

 National Service Act —also redefines The American Legion’s membership eligibility dates. The 

 eligibility now span from Dec. 7, 1941, until a time when the U.S. is no longer at war, as determined by 

 Congress. Here are answers to 11 key questions about the new law and what it means for The American 

 Legion. Question: How does this change the eligibility requirements for The American Legion? Answer: 

 The only change is that Congress has reduced the number of eligibility periods from seven to two. They 

 are April 6, 1917, to Nov. 11, 1918, and Dec. 7, 1941, and continuing. No 

 other restrictions are changed. Question: What’s the impact on veterans who previously were not 

 eligible for American Legion membership? Answer: Veterans who were honorably discharged but 

 whose service did not fall into the previous defined war eras may now join The American Legion 

 immediately. To do so, eligible members may sign up at www.legion.org/join.  question: I am among 

 the veterans who were not allowed to join previously, so why do you want me now? Answer: The 

 American Legion’s founding fathers believed, “a veteran is a veteran,” an axiom that has held true 

 throughout the organization’s more than century of service. Some veterans were ineligible to join 

 because of the war eras that were defined by Congress. The recent bill passage and president’s signature 

 changed that. Question: So how does this differentiate The American Legion from AMVETS? Answer: 

 The American Legion’s eligibility criteria states that veterans must have served during “wartime.” When 

 Congress decides the U.S. is no longer in a state of war, the Legion’s membership eligibility period will 

 close, while AMVETS will still be open to those who served. Question: How does this affect the Sons of 

 The American Legion (SAL)? Answer: The Sons’ eligibility criteria will change along with that of The 

 American Legion. Any son or grandson of a living American Legion member will be able to join the 

 SAL program. (Sons and grandsons of deceased veterans are also eligible.) For example, a son of a 

 veteran who served between 1985 and 1988 previously would not have been eligible. With the extension 

 of the war period, that veteran would immediately be eligible for The American Legion and the son 

 would be able to join the SAL. Question: How does this affect the eligibility for the American Legion 

 Auxiliary? Answer: This follows the same concept as the SAL, as noted previously. Membership in the 

 American Legion Auxiliary is currently open to grandmothers, mothers, sisters, wives, and adopted 

 female descendants of eligible veterans. Question: How does this affect membership for departments, 

 districts and posts? Answer: This change opens up American Legion membership to thousands more 

 veterans who likely live in your communities. They may become members immediately. Question: The 

 current membership applications don’t address the eligibility change. How do we process those 

 members? Answer: New membership materials will be developed and provided as quickly as possible.  

 Until then, it is recommended that prospective members from a previously undocumented war era write 

 “Other Conflicts” in the eligibility date section and send it in to their department with the appropriate 

 dues. Question: What steps should departments, districts and posts focus on? Answer: A good first step 

 would be to review all recruiting materials to look for eligibility dates. Information on electronic media 

http://www.legion.org/join


 (websites, social media channels, etc.) should be changed immediately. It is up to departments to decide 

 on the best way to handle printed materials, while updated ones are being produced. Question: How does 

 this change the Paid Up For Life program? Answer: There are no changes to the PUFL program, though 

 the newly eligible members would be able to become PUFLs. To learn more about the program, visit 

 https://www.legion.org/PUFL 

 

Convention –  Clifford Smith: 

Chairman Smith stated the S.A.L. will have a block of 20 rooms at the Hotel 1620 for the 2020 

 Convention. He stated that these rooms must be filled first then, the Detachment will work on getting an 

 over flow hotel for any additional rooms.   

.  

Distinguished Guests – Clifford Smith: 

It was discussed to bring in National Commander Clint Bolt for the National Commander and National 

Presidents Banquet in April of next year. Adjutant Smith will work on the invitation. In addition we 

hope to have Commander Bolt to attend our Detachment Convention. Vice Commander East Gary 

Nelson will be our special guest at the 10
th

 Annual “Partnership for Kids” Bowling Tournament 

 

Partnership for Kids – Clifford Smith: 

Information on the program will be forthcoming in the future. 

 

Media Communication- Mark McCue: 

  

Social Media / Facebook – Gene Theroux: 

 Detachment Vice Commander Theroux serves at the National level as the webmaster and Facebook 

 administrator for the National Organization.  These duties from the National Organization provides the 

 opportunity to provide content via sharing to the Detachment Facebook page of new or updated content 

 that was published to The Sons of The National Facebook page.  There has been a lot of activity on the 

 Sons national website due to updating content from the election of a new National Commander, National 

 Officers and Chairs of Commissions & Committees. The Detachment Facebook Page has had numerous 

 posts published since the last DEC.  Most recent posts include events from the 48
th

 Sons of The 

 American Legion National Convention such as a photo of the new National Commander and his Bio, the 

 National Update newsletter from the 2019 Convention.  One of the posts was of Detachment 

 Commander accepting a highest per capita award for contributions to the Legacy Fund in the Eastern 

 region.  Another post was of a video that I recorded of Lou Acevedo of Gardner, MA (2019 Boys State 

 and 2019 Boys Nation President) speaking to the Officers and Delegates at the 48
th

 National 

 Convention.  Numerous updates on membership and renewals for the 2018-2019 membership year – 

 emphasizing the importance and help in obtaining 100% membership or greater.  A Post that informed 

 of the 2019-2020 membership targets and target dates.  Other Posts included events from Squadrons 

 presenting scholarships.  Past Detachment Commander Mark McCue and I have been collaborating and 

 working well together.  We’ve both established Instagram accounts to test and educate ourselves as we 

 work initiatives on Social Media platforms at the National level that will eventually be recommended to 

 the Detachments for implementation. We’d like to remind squadrons that they’re encouraged to send us 

 material suitable for publishing to the Detachment Facebook page.  If photos are provided, we request I

 dentifying information such as, “Who, What, Where and When” and a descriptive narrative so that we 

 may fully describe the event or the achievement(s).  I would encourage Squadrons to submit 

 photographs and narratives of their activities. 

 

 



 

Web-Site Administrator Thomas Timcoe: 

 Since the Convention I have updated the site with information provided. I added a tab for the Veterans 

 Employment & Education and National Security.  I removed the page with the membership application 

 and am working with Gene to use a Fillable application that will be sent to the New email address 

 Membership@salmass.org, Presently Gene has access to that email and will pass the access information 

 on the next membership chairman I updated the Officers and Committee Chairman. I have added photos  

 to the Gallery Section and now have photos of the 51
st
 Detachment Convention, and the Memorial 

 Service. Also pictures of Lou Acevedo, President of Boy’s Nation who happens to be a member of 

 Squadron 279 and the 48
th

 National Convention. I will be sending an email to all of the committee 

 chairmen to inform me what information they want on their page. Corporation in this plan is most 

 important. Some of the committee pages have very little information. I hope by the November 9 DEC 

 meeting I can announce that I have heard from all of the chairmen, and updated information has been 

 added. When you get home please take a few minutes to review the changes we have made to the web-

 site and email me with any suggestions that you may have,  

 

Veterans Employment & Education – Leonard Torchia: 

 This year the VE&E National calls will be the 3rd Wednesday of each month. There is a new committee 

 chair and several new members there will be a second call this month to help get organized – The 

 emphasis this year will be on Homeless Veterans, Employment as well as Education for Veteran’s  I 

 would like us to continue one of the projects started at convention by our Homeless Veteran committee 

 for collecting socks for our Veteran’s – Please collect socks in your area and bring to the next meeting in 

 November – Both men’s and woman’s socks white or black. These will be given to Homeless Veteran’s 

 programs. If you prefer to donate directly to a homeless veteran’s program in your area please do this 

 and provide a count on pairs of socks donate.  Also at the holiday’s the 20/4 Woman Veterans group 

 make 100 bags for the homeless Woman Veteran’s in Massachusetts. Any personal items/ pens/ 2020 

 calendars/ or other like items will be collected and given for the bags. Let’s continue to help our 

 Veteran’s 

 

Gift Committee – Clifford Smith: 

 All the gifts for the year have been produced and given to Commander Nay for distribution. 

 

Department Advisory Committee: 

Chairman Chisholm thanked the S.A.L for all the work they do for our veterans and communities. 

 

 A motion was made by Gene Theroux and seconded by Ray Samko to accept all Committee Reports as 

 one’s in progress. Motion carried. 

 

SICK CALL & RELIEF:  
 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 



BUSINESS FOR THE GOOD OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION:  

 The next meeting of the Detachment Executive Committee will be on November 9, 2019 at 

Southwick Post 338 starting at 10:00 AM. 

  

Detachment Commander Marvin Nay called upon Detachment Chaplain William Sheehan for a closing prayer. 

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, Detachment Commander Marvin Nay rendered a right 

hand salute to the flag of our country. Detachment Commander Marvin Nay now declared the meeting 

adjourned at 12:45 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Clifford A. Smith 

Detachment Adjutant 


