
Minutes of the Detachment Executive Committee Meeting 

November 18, 2018 Conference Call  

 

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  

 

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge called upon Detachment Adjutant Clifford Smith for the roll call.  

 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 

Commander – Ernie Laberge- Present 

Vice Commander – Marvin Nay Present 

Vice Commander – Gene Theroux – Excused 

Vice Commander – Dennis Guilfoyle- Unexcused 

Vice Commander-    

Vice Commander -  
Adjutant – Cliff Smith – Present 

Finance Officer – Clifford Smith - Present 

Chaplain- William Sheehan - Unexcused  

Historian – Thomas Timcoe - Present 

National Executive Committeeman. – David L. Johnson Jr. - Present 

Alternate National Executive Committeeman. – William Murphy - Excused 

Sgt. at Arms – William Fruci - Present 

Judge Advocate – Mark McCue - Excused 

Past Detachment Commanders: Clifford Smith, David L. Johnson, Jr., Thomas Timcoe. Brian 

O’Hearne 

 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATION: Present: Two, Three, Four, Six, and Ten. 

 

DEPARTMENT ADVISORS:  

Chairman: William Chisholm – Excused 

Ray Samko – Excused 

Andrew Pajak – Present 

 

DISTRICT ADVISORS:   4 was represented   

 

Adjutant Smith stated a quorum was present. 

 

APPOINTMENTS:  

 

PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

  Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge now called upon Adjutant Smith for the reading of the previous 

minutes. A motion was made by David Johnson and seconded by Marvin Nay to accept the previous minutes as 

distributed. Motion carried.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & WELCOME OF HOST SQUADRON: 

National Vice Commander Michael Cotten from Delaware and Department Adjutant Milton Lashus 

joined us on the conference call. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge called for Adjutant Smith to read any correspondence. Upon 

reading the correspondence Adjutant Smith moved to have all correspondence received and filed except 

for those that would be brought up under new business. Motion seconded by Marvin Nay. Motion 

carried. 



   

  

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge now called for Officers Reports. 

 

OFFICERS REPORTS: 

 

Vice Commander –Martin Nay:      

 September 15 – Legion DEC Post 382 Squantum 

 September 16 – Wake for Post 224 member 

 September 19 – Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser for OCW Southwick 338 

 September 20 – Post 277 meeting discussion of SAL squadron  

 September 22 – SAL DEC Dedham 

 September 26 – District 6 meeting Dedham 

 September 27 – District 9 meeting Berkley 

 September 27 – VE&E conference call 

 September 29 – Installation Orange Legion Family 

 September 30 – Department Presidents Banquet Middleton 

 October 6 – Ware installation 

 October 7 – Powlaski Day Easthampton  

 October 11 – 14 Fall meetings Indianapolis  

 October 15 – meet at Granby SAL discuss squadron 

 October 17 – Spaghetti dinner fundraiser National Emergency Fund 

 October 20 – POW/MIA meeting Vernon Hill 

 October 21 – District 8 meeting Haverhill  

 October 21 – Post 26 Charlestown – honoring the Woman Veterans of the post 

 October 27 – Veteran’s expo New Bedford MA 

 October 28 – Nelson Blake Department historian appreciation day 

 October 29 – VA town hall meeting Post 271  

 October 31 – Halloween childrens parade and party Post 130  

 November 1 – Woman’s appreciation day Boston State House 

 November 3 – Auxiliary Fall Conference 

 November 7 – Salvation Army Salute to our Veteran’s honor guard 

 November 10 – Connecticut 100
th

 anniversary Gala 

 November 11 – State Veteran’s appreciation ceremony and Parade Boston 

 

 Vice Commander – Dennis Guilfoyle:   

  

Vice Commander -   Gene Theroux: 

I attended the Detachment Executive Committee Meeting held on September 22, 2018 at the Dedham 

Post. I attended the Department Joint Committee Meeting for Americanism, Children & Youth and 

Community Service.  Represent both the Legion (County Council # 3) and The Sons of The American 

Legion Detachment of Massachusetts. I fully participated in the American Legion Post 124   sponsored 

Pine Hill Cemetery Clean-up day at Westfield’s Pine Hill Cemetery (planning, site survey, marking 

graves, cleaning & press releases, speaking with media outlets).  The theme was Remembering their 

Service and Sacrifice – Preserving History and Honoring their Legacy.  The focus was on WW I 

veterans interred as we prepared for the hundredth anniversary of the Armistice. I attended the Post 124 

family sponsored Casino Night at the Soldiers Home in Holyoke on Tuesday, October 16, 2018 I 

participated in a conference call Friday, October 19, 2018 with members from the S.A.L. national 

organization, members from the Legion media team for introductions and actions for me to become the 

content manager (webmaster) for The Sons of The American Legion national website.  I’ve been 



publishing content to the National S.A.L. website for three weeks.  The membership reports and renewal 

rates for 2018 & 2019 are updated weekly on the site: https://www.legion.org/sons/membershipranking  

I met with WWLP, Channel 22 (Television) anchor Rich Tettemer and video editor Mike Houle at Pine 

Hill Cemetery, Westfield, MA on Monday, October 22, 2018 for a full hour and half of interviews and 

recording.  The four minute segment was part of the Veterans Day special broadcast on November 11, 

2018 at 12 noon.  In addition, it was broadcast during the evening and morning news segments.  The 

segment is available for viewing at: https://www.wwlp.com/news/veterans-voices/veteran-s-voices-

cities-of-springfield-westfield-honor-veterans-no-longer-with-us/1588303595 I participated in a 

conference call with the Public and Media Communications Commission on Wednesday, October 24, 

2018 along with PDC Mark McCue.  We discussed trying to recover credentials to the National Sons of 

The American Legion Facebook page.  PDC Mark McCue was going to work this.  Prior to the meeting, 

I reviewed the minutes from the previous conference call.  They were looking to have the “snapshots of 

service”, an Acrobat PDF fillable form.  I worked that issue and sent the fillable form to the committee 

members prior to the meeting.  The snapshot of service form was approved and was placed on the Sons 

National webpage: https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/snapshot.pdf I sent an 

e-mail blast to the District 5 Squadrons and courtesy copied County Council 5 Commander Rebekah 

Spencer on October 29, 2018.  I will be attending the District 5 County Council meeting on November 

18, 2018 in Wilmington, MA.  The email was coordinated through the Detachment Adjutant and 

Commander prior to distribution (letter attached). I attended the Appreciation Day for Department 

Historian Nelson Blake on October 30, 2018 in Dracut, MA.  I traveled with Detachment Commander 

Ernie Laberge and Vice Commander Marvin Nay. I assisted in flagging Westfield’s Saint Mary’s 

Cemetery on Saturday, November 3, 2018 (it’s important to note that the Diocese of Springfield does 

not allow flag markers and that flags can be placed two weeks prior to Memorial and Veterans Day and 

must be taken down within two weeks after – a total of four trips per year to Saint Mary’s Cemetery).  

After I arrived home from the detail, I received a phone call from Western Mass News and they were 

interested in learning of any flagging details that day.  I informed the reported that we just finished.  She 

asked me if I could meet her at the cemetery.  I complied and the news clip broadcast on the late evening 

news on 3 Nov and during the news on 4 November follows: 

https://www.westernmassnews.com/news/volunteers-place-american-flags-at-veteran-monuments-head-

of-veterans/article_d854e516-e02f-11e8-9f5e-f71bef61d4fe.html Western Mass News visited with me at 

the Southwick Old Cemetery on Monday, November 5, 2018 for an interview and I was surprised by the 

Western Mass News Surprise Squad who provided me some gifts and a trip to Washington, DC for my 

work in preserving veterans headstones: https://www.westernmassnews.com/news/surprise-squad-helps-

local-vet-make-every-day-veterans-day/article_d8c0c9e4-e2d6-11e8-9478-cf93a61d2552.html I 

attended the Salvation Army’s Salute to Veterans event at Worcester’s Mechanics Hall on Wednesday, 

November 7, 2018.  I participated with the Honor Guard comprised of VFW, American Legion and Son.  

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge, Marvin Nay, Sally Nay and I comprised the members from the 

American Legion Family.  It was a wonderful event put on by the Salvation Army. I attended the Joint 

Committee meetings on Saturday, November 10, 2018 at the Sutton Post.  I serve on the Community 

Service Committee.  I traveled to Boston with Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge, Vice 

Commander Marvin Nay on Sunday, November 11, 2018 to attend the Veterans Day ceremony in the 

State House and to march in the Boston Veterans Day parade.  Upon my return to Westfield, I learned 

that the Westfield Post 124 had selected me as the “Veteran of the Year”. I attended the Boys & Girls 

Club of Greater Westfield breakfast for veterans held on Monday, November 12, 2018.  A squadron 124 

member, Phoenix Iserman, a sophomore at Westfield Technical Academy and member of the Squadron 
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Honor Guard served as a greeter and among the wait staff at the breakfast.  Squadron 124 is a supporter 

of the Boys & Girls club and sponsors summer camp tuition and annual memberships each year. 

 

 

Adjutant – Clifford Smith: 

Adjutant Smith thanked everyone who contributed to offsetting the cost of his trip to be inducted into 

the S.A.L .Hall of Fame in Pasadena CA. He also expressed that we all need to work together in 

promoting our programs and we need to find or help develop future Officers and Chairman in the 

Detachment. Many of us are holding offices and serving on multiple committees. We need to find other 

members to be more involved at the Detachment level. 

 

Chaplain – William Sheehan: 

  

 Historian – Thomas Timcoe: 

  Since the meeting in Dedham, I sent out an Introduction letter to most everyone on the Detachment 

 email list. I did receive a couple of responses. One in particular: 

 

Dear Thomas,  

My husband Emil Oscar Eisermann III was a member of both the Legion as Commander serving in the 

Army from '68-'72 and an SAL Commander under his Dad's service. He was the person who got Moses 

Taylors post 136 unit up and active again. Unfortunately we lost him to a heart attack back in March of 

2011. Was excited to get him into Arlington in 2017 with full honors but still miss him.  

Respectfully  

Suzanne Eisermann-Wilson  

 

 I attended the Veterans Day Ceremony, in the Hall of Flags at the State House on Sunday Nov 11, and 

 the Parade on Downtown Boston, I took many photos that have been added to the Detachment Web Site 

 in the Gallery Section. I have only received a few photos of the commander’s activities. Please if you are 

 at an event, meeting or whatever and the commander or any officer are in attendance take pictures and 

 send them so I can include them in a History Book for the Commander this year. I look forward to 

 working with the rest of the Detachment Officers and all of the squadrons in promoting the Detachment 

 and Squadrons Histories. 

 

 

National Executive Committeeman- David L. Johnson Jr.:  

 On Thursday 10/11/2018 I left for the NEC Meetings held in Indianapolis, IN. On Friday morning 

 10/12/2018 member of the Detachment went to National Emblem Sales for a tour of their facility. That 

 evening I attended the Children and Youth Committee meeting. On Saturday morning 10/13/2018 the 

 National Executive Committee Meeting started. After the call to order, Posting of The Colors, 

 invocation, POW/MIA Empty Chair Ceremony, Pledge of Allegiance, Preamble to the Constitution of 

 The Sons of The American Legion, Blue Star Banner Ceremony, Reading of The Call, roll call and 

 Reading of the previous meetings minutes National Commander Greg “Doc” Gibbs called the meeting 

 convened. He then called on American Legion National Liaison Paul Brown to speak. Paul welcomed 

 everyone to Indianapolis. Paul informed the NEC that that he will be leaving his position of National 

 Liaison to accept the position of Department Adjutant of California. He introduced the new American 

 Legion National Liaison Ken George from the Department of California.  After the speakers addressed 

 the meeting Commander Gibbs then recessed the meeting until Sunday morning at 8:45am.  After the 

 meeting was recessed I attend the Committee on Committee Appointments which I am a member. On 

 Sunday 10/14/2018 after the annual breakfast the General Session of the NEC reconvened. After the call 



 to order, Salute to the colors, invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, Preamble to the Constitution of The Sons 

 of The American Legion and roll call National Commander Gibbs called the meeting reconvened. 

 American Legion National Commander Brett Reistad addressed the meeting. After T.A.L. National  

 Commander’s address, Commander Gibbs then made one more appointment. He appointed Gene 

 Theroux (MA) as the new Web Master. Commander Gibbs then called for Commission Reports. All 

 Commission and Committee reports were read along with their respective resolutions and all were 

 approved. Commander Smith then asked for any old business, new business, Goods of The SAL. After 

 the Benediction and the Retirement of The Colors Commander Smith called the Fall NEC meeting 

 adjourned. On Sunday 11/11/2018 I attended the annual Veterans Day Ceremony at the State House in 

 Boston. 

 

 

Committeeman- William Murphy: 

   As I thought, my work schedule has me closing tonight, so will be unable to join in the conference call.  

 Also, on Veteran's Day, I did return to what I was told would be a meeting, but it was ended up as just a 

 membership collection time.  While he worked on the cards, I spent about an hour with their squadron 

 and post adjutants...Helped him complete the cards for about 10 members, and assured him that we 

 would be willing to help whenever we could.  He is going to let me know the next time they have that 

 type of sit down and I will make sure I keep in touch with him. 

 

 

Commander – Ernie Laberge: 

 I attended the Detachment D.E.C. meeting held on 9/22/18 in Dedham. I was an invited guest at the 

 Easthampton VFW BBQ held on 9/23/18 I participated on the S.A.L. Eastern Region conference call in 

 the evening of 9/25/18 as part of my responsibilities with the Detachment of Massachusetts. We we’re 

 contacted by the District 2 Commander and asked to Install the Orange SAL Squadron. The installation 

 was held on 9/29/18 Vice Commander Nay assisted me. I was asked to attend the Department Auxiliary 

 Presidents Banquet held on 9/30/18. I participated on the S.A.L. Midwest conference call on 10/2/18 as 

 part of my responsibilities with the National Americanism Commission. I attended the Post 224 

 American Legion meeting on 10/4/18 at the request of Post Commander Kevin Miller to give the annual 

 Squadron 224 report & update. Information was requested about what Squadron 224 had been doing as 

 well as what I have been doing as the Detachment Commander so that the other post officers would be 

 aware of how much the Sons are doing for the post, community and state. I participated on the S.A.L. 

 National Americanism Commission conference call on 10/4/18. We we’re contacted by the District 2 

 Commander and asked to Install the Ware SAL Squadron. The installation was held on 10/6/18 Vice 

 Commander Nay assisted me. I participated in the General Pulaski Day Memorial held in Easthampton 

 on 10/7/18 along with the rest of the Post 224 American Legion Family.  I attended the N.E.C. meetings 

 in Indy from 10/11/18 to 10/14/18. I took part in the Post 224 American Legion Polish Dinner held on 

 10/17/18. I was asked to attend the Southwick Post 338 Dinner held in the evening of 10/17/18 for a 

 check presentation to Operation Comfort Warriors. I was asked to attend the American Legion 

 POW/MIA Committee Meeting at Vernon Hill Post held on 10/20/18. We we’re contacted by the 

 District 2 Commander and asked to Install the Granby SAL Squadron but due to a membership issue it 

 had to be rescheduled. I was contacted by Detachment Adjutant Smith on 10/23/18, he was requesting 

 assistance with a special Salvation Army event for our veterans. I participated on the S.A.L. Eastern 

 Region conference call in the evening of 10/23/18 as part of my responsibilities with the Detachment of 

 Massachusetts. I attended the Veterans Expo in New Bedford held on 10/27/18. Also, in attendance was 

 Vice Commander Nay and Department Vice Commander Sally Nay. I attended the American Legion 

 Department Historians Banquet held on 10/28/18. I participated in the wake of Owen Coughlin with the 

 rest of the Post 224 Legion Family on 10/30/18. Owen was a long-time member of the Post. I 

 participated on the S.A.L. National Americanism Commission conference call on 11/1/18. I was invited 

 to attend the Auxiliary Fall Conference in Marlborough held on 11/3/18. Also, in attendance was Vice 

 Commander Nay. I Attended the Veterans Day Ceremony at Fort Square in Quincy held on 11/4/18. 



 Also, in attendance was Vie Commander Nay. I participated on the S.A.L. Midwest conference call on 

 11/6/18 as part of my responsibilities with the National Americanism Commission. I participated as part 

 of the Color Guard team for a special tribute to our Veterans held by the Salvation Army on 11/7/18 at 

 Mechanic’s Hall in Worcester. I attended the Annual Veterans Day Breakfast held at Post 224 in the 

 morning of 11/10/18.  I attended the Veterans Day Ceremony and Parade held in Boston on 11/11/18. 

 
A motion was made by Clifford Smith and seconded by David Johnson to accept all Officer Reports as one’s in 

progress. Motion carried. 

 

Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge now called for Committee Reports. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Finance Report: - Clifford Smith:  

There was no formal report since activity could not be reviewed by the Finance Committee. Finance 

Officer Smith stated that the Detachment 2019 Budget Allocation should be released by the Department 

in a week or so. 

 Americanism – Ray Samko:  

 Since the last Det. of Mass. SAL Executive Committee meeting, the Dept. of Mass. American Legion 

 Americanism has met twice, October 6 and November 10, 2018. Americanism Director Mark Avis 

 spoke about all the different programs that come under Americanism, including, Legion baseball, 

 Oratorical, Boys State, etc. The cost to attend the 2019 Boys State program will be $350 for early birds 

 (May 15) and $375 thereafter. There is talk about bring back the Combine Banquet. A vote by each of 

 the three committees (Americanism, Community Service and Children and Youth) shows that most are 

 in favor of bringing the banquet back. If the banquet is returned to the event schedule, it will not happen 

 until 2020. It is District 2’s turn to supply the Joe Steen Scholarship Award recipient. The committee has 

 at least one application for the American-born Citizen award, with potentially more to be received. The 

 committee is working on finalizing the various application forms for scholarships and citizen awards, so 

 that they can be mailed to all the posts. The next meeting of the Americanism Committee is scheduled 

 for 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 5, 2019 at Dudley-Gendron American Legion Post 414 in Sutton, 

 Mass. 

 

 

National Emergency Fund – David Coscia: 

 

Community Service – Gene Theroux: 

  The Department Community Service Committee has met twice (September 22
nd

 & November 10
th

) 

 since the last DEC.  The Community Service Committee meets along with the joint committees of 

 Americanism and Children & Youth at the Sutton Post. The Department Community Service 

 Committee has been working the monthly George “Al” White submissions and voting at the 

 meetings.  Winners of the George “AL” White in the last few months include: May 2018: Post 156, 

 June: Post 130, July: Post 1 and August: Post 338.  It’s important to note that all George “AL” White 

 submissions must be signed by the Post Adjutant and the Post Commander. Information on the 

 Community Service Awards to include eligibility and requirements is published on the Detachment 

 website under Committees, Community Service: http://www.salmass.org/index.php?id=141 The 

 Squadron 124’s community service project on October 13, 2018 was very successful.  The focus was 

 to clean as many veterans of the Great War headstones and footstones as we could.  In addition to 

 cleaning footstones and headstones, four headstones were reset and plumed.  In spite of miserable 

http://www.salmass.org/index.php?id=141


 weather (rain and cold) we received a significant amount of media coverage from two major TV 

 outlets as well as the local newspaper.   

 

Children & Youth- David Johnson: 

 I attended the Department Children and Youth Committee meeting during the Combined Committee 

 Meetings on 10/6/2018 Dudley/Gendron Post414 in Sutton. Depart Chairman Sandy Kee opened the 

 meeting at 10:10am. Those in attendance were: District 1: Excused (Kevin Hamel), District 2: Mike 

 Nawotny, District 3: Don Roberts, District 4: Bruce Daigneault, District 5: ABSENT, District 6: 

 ABSENT, District 7: Stephen Peers, District 8: Excused (Robert Laws), District 9: ABSENT, District 

 10: ABSENT, SAL: David Johnson, ALA: Ruby James Saucer. There were 5 items that were discussed 

 during the meeting. They were: 1. Updated TFA application - Passed out new copy of TFA applications, 

 Went over new qualifications which are you have to be a member of the American Legion family and 

 limits are now a once in a lifetime not once a year and the monetary cap is $1,500.00. 2. Halloween 

 Safety - Little late to really implement this year, Handed out copy of brochure, Will email and give 

 information on how to order from National, To order brochures from National Call National Children & 

 Youth Office: 317-630-1313 3. What is going on in your neck of the woods - D1: Written report: Active 

 Halloween Safety program & Sheffield Truck or Treat event, D3: Children’s Christmas post 277 12/16, 

 D4: Halloween Safety, looking into interest with Jr. Shoot Program, ALA: Post 16, Children’s Holiday 

 Party, SAL: Bowling partnership for kid (March). 4. Department-wide focus ideas:  Put out to 

 committee for Department Project/Focus, Vet’s in the Classroom? Adopt-a-cause? 5. Department Level 

 Children & Youth Awards- None known (other than Certificates for active C&Y program),  Something 

 to consider. The question was also raised if the Combined Committee Banquet should be held again. We 

 were asked to think about and it will be discussed at the next meeting. Meeting adjourned at 11;10am. 

 On Friday 10/12/2018 I attended the National Children and Youth Committee meeting at the Fall NEC 

 meetings in Indianapolis, IN. National Children and Youth Committee Chairman Joe Korba started the 

 meeting at 6PM.  The following information came out of the meeting: The Committee will issue, at a 

 minimum, two E-newsletters one in the Winter and Spring.  These newsletters will highlight Children 

 and Youth programs and what other Detachments and Squadrons are doing to raise money for our 

 Children and Youth Programs. We will have teleconference calls every other month on the third 

 Tuesday of the Month at 8PM EST (November 20, January 15
th

, March 19
th

, and May 21
st
) .  The Call -

 In number is 563-999-2090 Pin #415918.  All are welcome! Please like our Facebook page “Sons of The 

 American Legion Children and Youth Page” Currently we have 419 likes for this page.  We should be in 

 the thousands.  The page will highlight programs through out the year and will show what is being done 

 around the country to raise money for our programs.  Please pass this around and sign up! The Children 

 and Youth Conference will be hosted by The American Legion in September 2019.  Its an excellent way 

 to learn about our programs, learn what others are doing around the country to raise money, and hear 

 from current CWF recipients and learn how they spent their award money.  Only 5 SAL members 

 attended last year.  Please get the word out and have your Children and Youth Chairmen and/or 

 members sign up.  Our following Committee members have been assigned to regions please reach out to 

 them if you have any questions: 

             Joe Korba (South)  

John Mejia (West)   

Phil Shipley (Central)    

Ken Warner (Midwest)    

William Clancy (East)    

Chairman Korba asked everyone to keep up the great work  that we did last year!  We raised $1,314,866 

with 127,000 hours of service for our Children and Youth Programs.  These numbers are with on 28% 

(1703 CSR completed for 6152 Squadrons Reported.  He stated if we need him or his committee, please 

reach out to them.  He also stated “keep working those Children and Youth Programs.  The real winners 

are the children.  Our help will make a better life for them”. I was excused from the Department 

Children and Youth Committee meeting held on 11/10/2018 due to a prior commitment. 



Boys Scouts – Marvin Nay: 

 The following information was provided regarding the Boy Scout meeting held on Oct 13, 2018 while I 

 was in Indianapolis –  The past years camporee was reviewed as well as the final finance report was 

 reviewed. Discussion of the next year’s budget included removing the second place scholarship award. 

 This was approved by the committee. The fee per person was increased to $10 per person to assist in 

 balancing the budget. Review of the next year’s camporee, rules and review of the day’s events. A 

 request for the climbing wall is being made it was a great success this past year. 

 

Commanders Project / Fund Raiser – William Fruci: 

So far $3806.00 has been raised for Operation Comfort Warriors.  

 

Boys State – William Murphy: 

  

 Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation – Mark McCue: 

 POW-MIA – Patrick McKeon – By Ray Samko:  

 The Dept. of Mass. American Legion POW-MIA Committee met on Saturday morning, October 20, 

 2016 at Vernon Hill American Legion Post 435 in Worcester, Mass. Det. of Mass. SAL Commander 

 Ernie Laberge and Det. Vice-Commander Marvin Nay were present at this meeting. The main purpose 

 of this meeting was to critique the recently held Dept. of Mass. American Legion POW-MIA 

 Remembrance Ceremony, held on Sunday, September 9, 2018 on the USS Massachusetts at Battleship 

 Cove in Fall River, Mass. Arrangements have been made with the Battleship for the 2019 program. It 

 will be held on Sunday, September 8, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. on the ship. Father Phil Salois, currently serving 

 as the National Chaplain of the American Legion, has agreed to be the chaplain for the program. 

 Hopefully, Frank MacDonald will be able to be the guest speaker. It is expected that at the time of the 

 2019 program, that Frank will have been elected an American Legion National Vice-Commander at the 

 2019 National American Legion convention in Indianapolis. The speakers used for the program belong 

 to the Dept. of Mass. American Legion. Since they are only used for the program on the ship, the 

 speakers are being donated to the ship. This will save us the trouble of transporting them to the ship each 

 year. Battleship Cove has accepted the donation. Some think that reading of all the names, especially the 

 190 or so names for Korea takes too long, and the audience’s attention drifts away from the program. 

 Various methods were discussed as to how to shorten this part of the program, but no final decision has 

 yet been made. Discussion was also held on whether or not the Merchant Marines could be added to the 

 POW-MIA Table Ceremony. A question was raised as to why there was no Auxiliary flag displayed 

 with the others. The Committee has no objection to adding an Auxiliary flag as long as the Auxiliary 

 brings one to the ship. There was discussion on the collation held after the ship program at the Somerset 

 American Legion Post. A motion was made, seconded and so voted to eliminate the collation starting 

 with the 2019 program. It was mentioned that the youths that were holding the wreaths in place during 

 the program should be recognized for their efforts. We have the names, and each will receive a 

 certificate of appreciation from the committee. 

 

Child Welfare – Clifford Smith:  

Currently 2019 donation are $200.00 for 18.2% and a $0.18 per capita 

 

Veterans Employment & Education – Marvin Nay: 

 Over the past few months I have been collecting data on what programs  Massachusetts has available for 

 both our homeless Veteran’s as well as employment opportunities. During this past call in it was noted 

 that the national report does not have a location for the Detachments to list their VE&E chairman which 

 is causing a slow down for the committee. We are having difficulties identifying the chairs. Also 

 discussed was to review different programs and write up some stories to submit to national for 

 publication. It is hoped that once others see what the VE&E committee is focused on that other 

 detachments will identify their chairman.vI am looking for assistance in collecting the information on 



 homeless programs your squadron or those of other squadrons in your districts. Also if you have access 

 to flyers for Veteran’s employment events that you would like distributed please forward to me. 

 

Membership – Marvin Nay: 
 Currently we are at 24.6%. There are many Squadrons who have not remitted dues. Membership will be 

 discussed at the neat Legion DEC meeting on 11/14/18. One topic ti discuss will be coordinating with 

 the S.A.L. Membership Team with the District Commanders of the Legion. The Department Adjutant 

 offered assistance with this. NVC Mike Cotten spoke on Membership Round Ups which are very 

 successful In Delaware.  

 

Media Communication- Mark McCue: 

  

Social Media / Facebook – Gene Theroux: 

 The Detachment Facebook Page has had numerous posts published since the last DEC.  These included 

 Posts from recent events since our last DEC (September 22, 2018) such as to Get Out the Vote, 

 Halloween Safety, Announcement of PNC Clifford A. Smith’s induction into the Sons of The American 

 Legion Hall of Fame, the Salvation Army Salute to Veterans, and numerous Veterans Day events. Past 

 Detachment Commander Mark McCue and I have shared Facebook Posts and videos from the National 

 Organization.  We’ve also published events from squadrons who have informed us of their forthcoming 

 events and of previous events or achievements.  We’d like to remind squadrons that they’re encouraged 

 to send us material suitable for publishing to the Detachment Facebook page.  If photos are provided, we 

 request identifying information such as, “Who, What, Where and When” and a descriptive narrative so 

 that we may fully disclose the event or the achievement(s).  I would encourage Squadrons to submit 

 photographs and narratives of their activities. 

 

Web-Site Administrator – Tom Timcoe: 

 Since the the meeting in Dedham I have updated the site with information provided. I added a tab for the 

 SnapShot for Service, there is a link to a PDF for the Submittal Form but I need additional information  

 about the program. I updated the Officers and Committee Chairman. Added the minutes of the Dedham 

 Meeting I will be adding a tab for the Commanders/Officers activities so everyone can check to see if 

 the Commander or other officers will be in their area. Recently the Commander visited Quincy, I did not 

 attend the event but had I known the Commander was attending I would have made arraignments to be 

 there. I have added photos to the Gallery Section and now have photos of the Veterans Day Ceremony & 

 Parade in Boston. Please when you have few minutes look over the changes we have made to the web-

 site and email me with any suggestions that you may have 

Legislative – Joseph Svoboda: 
  Email sent to all detachments containing the National Legislative Committee’s news letter and report. 

 Attended the Northampton First Responder Appreciation and awards dinner hosted by the VFW. Email 

 sent to all Detachments containing the National Commanders wreath laying ceremony in Washington 

 DC.  Email set out from NLC Chairman regarding elections and voting.  Attend the memorial service for 

 Joe Grabon husband of Sherry Grabon Dist Auxiliary President for the VFW Attended Memorial Day 

 event For my Squadron (Sunday) My next conference call with the NLC will be 12/5 at 7pm With 

 membership declining I have been doing a lot of recruiting  at all kinds of events in my area. It is

 important that we all do. 
 

Convention –  Clifford Smith: 

Chairman Smith contacted the Bradford Inn & Suites the contract for the 2019 Convention is all set.. 

 

Distinguished Guests – Clifford Smith: 

 



Partnership for Kids – Clifford Smith: 

First drawing will be at the January meeting. 

 

Department Advisory Committee: 

 

Gift Committee – Clifford Smith: 

All gifts have been produced and paid for. 

 

A motion was made by Clifford Smith and seconded by Marvin Nay to accept all Committee Reports as one’s 

in progress. Motion carried. 

 

SICK CALL & RELIEF:  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  
   

MEMORIAL TO DEPARTED COMRADES: 

  

BUSINESS FOR THE GOOD OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION:  

 The next meeting of the Detachment Executive Committee will be at the Cherry Valley Post 443 

on Saturday January 5
th

, 2019 starting at 10:00 AM.    
 

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, Detachment Commander Ernie Laberge now declared the 

meeting adjourned at 7:58 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Clifford A. Smith 

Detachment Adjutant 


